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Water can cause all types of havoc to dry internal lined 
partition walls and it is not good practice to expose them. 

A second issue when brickies are yet to complete their 
work after the plasterer has finished, relates to how they 
attach their brick ties to the frame. Traditionally they do 
that by belting in a couple of clouts, which can inflict 
damage to the completed internal lined walls. Screws are 
a better alternative in these cases.

If you are a plastering contractor and involved with 
jobs where the brickwork is yet to be completed, we 
recommend you issue a disclaimer stating you will 
not be responsible for any claims that can be directly 
related back to the impact of the other trade. Make sure 
you include potential long term defects such as mould 
which may not become apparent for some time. Having a 
disclaimer also gives you a record should a claim arise at 
a much later date.

I hear that brick layers are in high demand currently. 
There are stories around the traps that some brickies 
as old as 80 are being asked to return to work to fill 
the void and they are being paid great rates for their 
services. Plasterers are also in demand and like the 
brickies, should be using these high demand periods as 
opportunities to increase rates after significant trimming 
to survive the downturn.

Unless you make the effort to negotiate now, then expect 
less in the next cycle as pressure comes back on pricing. 
If you are a good plasterer and recognised out there, then 
be paid what you are worth.

Now is also a good time to review the head contractors 
you are working for. Evaluate reputation, payment 
terms, site efficiency and support and strengthen your 
relationship with those companies you want long term 
partnerships with.

A shortage of brickies is having an impact on the completion program for some homes with 
internal work being completed without the brickwork being fixed to the exterior of the building. 
This means the usually impervious outer layer is not there and that being the case, water can 
easily penetrate the non-waterproof foil and allow moisture to wet the studs, fasteners, stud 
adhesive and plasterboard lining and so on. 

Plasterboard walls fixed and set without outside cladding

Brickie shortage and wet weather 
don’t go together




