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There has been so much information released by the 
manufacturers, AWCI, Master Builders and HIA over the 
past decade that it’s difficult to understand why we still 
get called out so regularly to inspect external ceilings 
which are unsightly and sometimes at the brink of 
collapse. 

Inspections are often called on the basis of inferior 
plasterboard or accessories leading to ceiling failure. 
Upon inspection we have found in many cases the cause 
of the problem is in fact the contractor not following the 
basic rules of external installation. 

We have put together a simple list of the Don’ts;

✘ You do not use stud adhesive

✘ You do not fix at 600 centres

✘	 You do not exclude expansion joints

✘	 You do not exclude back blocking

✘	 You do not fix it in areas subject to the elements

✘	 You do not direct fix it to the truss chords

✘	 You can’t use any old scrap of timber to back block

✘	 You do not treat external ceilings the same as internal 

Total success of plasterboard used in such close 
proximity to the elements is highly dependent on strict 
adherence to specifications for long term performance.

With moisture being the common enemy of both paint 
and plaster, Caution is advised where some external 
ceiling designs may place plasterboard at a higher risk of 
exposure to the elements.

disasters with external ceilings
Without these battens on the wrong side, this ceiling could be on the ground

If you are doing any of the following, 
then it’s time to change your ways or 
be responsible to pay for everything 
including the removal and replacement, 
painting, disposal and clean-up which 
usually costs three times the original 
price.

Find at least 3 errors in this image – if you can’t, you need to call AWCI 
right now

40mm gap between sheet and truss

Not acceptable homemade expansion joint

Any external ceilings installed in the 
same manner as internal application 
will suffer a loss of appearance in the 
short term and terminal deterioration in 
the mid to long term.



www.awci.org.au

disasters with external ceilings cont.

Fixing 

External ceilings must be battened and fully screwed with 
no adhesive. Choice of jointing compounds will also be 
critical if manufacturers’ warranties are to be applicable.

Any failure to provide a recommended paint system will 
impact on the appearance and contribute to issues such 
as sagging ceilings, joint discolouration, mould and 
mildew growth.

Similarly maintenance prevention will depend on 
consideration from the builder regarding a recommended 
drip rail, a ventilation system and sarking to assist with 
long term serviceability.

See installation detail for eaves and external ceilings. For 
any further clarification check manufacturer’s details.


