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For quite some time all over the country, Plasterers have been called to site to 
explain why the pencils they use show through the paint, as well as the centre line 
numbers and wording on the face of the plasterboard showing through too.

Building contractors have been using the term “bleed 
through” especially with the text. Bleed through is a 
phenomenon where a stain continues to be visible even 
though you have applied a sealer and correct number of 
coats of paint. This can happen with resins and certain 
types of inks. Usually it doesn’t matter how many times 
you coat, it will continue to show up until you use the 
right blocking agent to stop it coming through the paint 
layers.

When bleed through is observed it needs special 
treatment between the background supplier and the 
coatings manufacturer to find the right system to prevent 
the image or colour showing through.

However, there are many cases being classed as “bleed 
through” which are more closely related to a lack of paint 
coverage or not sealing the background before coating. 
These cases we will call “show through” and the main 
difference is that an extra layer of paint often rectifies the 
issue. 

Case Study 1 

The centre line text is showing through the top coat.

The AWCI was invited to site to inspect text showing 
through the top coat on the walls. The owners had been 
in the home for a year or so and the show through had 
only recently come to their attention.

The builder told us that the painter had applied a sealer 
undercoat,  two premium grade top coats and back rolled 
as it was a spray finish.

On inspection of the show through it was determined 
that it did not appear as bleed through as the numbers 
and text were not blurred and were quite clear and 
precise.

Some on site test areas were set up as follows:-

  1 top coat applied 
to the finished 
surface, as per 
picture A. 

  1 sealer 
undercoat to the 
finished surface, 
as per picture B.

  1 sealer 
undercoat and  2 
top coats to the 
finished surface.

Outcome 

Seven weeks after the application we have not observed 
any further show through indicating that the problem 
may have been insufficient paint applied to the surface. 
We will continue to monitor the test areas. 

Case Study 2 

Pencil marks were showing through the finished painted 
surface.

The builder advised 
that the painter had 
applied a sealer 
undercoat and 2 top 
coats. The painter 
applied another top 
coat over the pencil 
marks.

Outcome 

12 months on and 
there has been 
no indication of 
any further show 
through.

Observations 

Most cases that we have investigated where the 
background shows through the painted finish, an extra 
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coat of paint has managed the issue, indicating the issue 
is the absence of the sealer undercoat or just not enough 
dry film thickness of the paint.

The choice of colour of the finished surface can be an 
issue as pastels and light colours have less hiding power. 
This has nothing to do with bleed, it is simply a case of 
having to apply an appropriate sealer/undercoat and 
enough build on the finished surface to achieve the 
desired result.

Stains and inappropriate background board treatment 
can be a problem, such as discoloured plasterboard 
which appears yellowish and has not been painted within 
a reasonable period; crayon, non-permanent marking 
pens and the like, all require special treatment and the 
Paint Manufacturers need to be contacted for assistance 
in selecting the correct product to use. Avoid marking 
the face paper and creating the issue in the beginning by 
only using a builders pencil.

In addition some colours may simply need more build 
on the surface to cover the background. For a quick 
resolution, try putting an extra coat on. If this doesn’t 
resolve the issue, then further investigation to ensure a 
sealer undercoat has been used then look more closely 
at “bleed through” and specific resolutions as this 
generally won’t be fixed by an extra coat. 

Changes have been made to the Building Code 2013 (Building Code) which make 
drug and alcohol testing mandatory on Federal Government funded projects. 
FWBC will be responsible for monitoring compliance with 
these changes, which come into effect on 16 October, 
2015. Under the changes to the Building Code, head 
contractors must have a comprehensive policy for 
managing drug and alcohol issues in the workplace, 
including mandatory testing and a zero tolerance for 
drugs and alcohol.

As a minimum, frequent and periodic drug and alcohol 
testing of both construction and site office workers 
should be conducted:

  Where there are less than 30 workers on site – at least 
10% of the workforce per month;

  Where there are between 30 and 100 workers on site – 
a minimum of five workers per month; and

  Where there are more than 100 workers on site – at 
least 10 workers per month

These changes apply to both new and existing Federal 
Government projects that meet the financial threshold. 
Whilst drug and alcohol testing is not required on private 
sites, all building contractors covered by the Building 
Code must ensure that the management of drugs and 
alcohol is reflected in their WHS&R management system. 

This will help to ensure that no person attending the site 
to perform building work does so under the influence of 
alcohol or other drugs.

The Building Code encourages productivity and lawful 
workplace relations on building sites. It sets out the 
Australian Government’s expected standards for building 
contractors or building industry participants involved in 
Commonwealth funded construction projects.

Companies or subcontractors found to be in serious 
breach of the Building Code can be sanctioned. The 
sanction may include being banned from working on 
Commonwealth funded projects. 

In the first instance, FWBC will be educating building 
industry participants on the requirements and seeking 
rectification measures where non-compliance is found. 
FWBC will continue to monitor all other aspects of the 
Building Code.

For more information, visit FWBC’s website at  
www.fwbc.gov.au/building-code or call FWBC’s 
Hotline on 1800 003 338. Your call can be 
anonymous.
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Most issues can be avoided by following 
the requirements of the Australian 
Standards: Applying a 3 coat system of a 
sealer undercoat, then premium grade, 
warranted paint for the top coats and 
backrolled, if sprayed.


