
Gloss Banding & Sheen Staining
There has been an ever ongoing topical debate with regard to the correct methodology of 
painting/decoration of lining surfaces typically being plasterboard and fibre cement.

An effect known as Gloss Banding & Sheen Staining can 
be described as variations in gloss level of paint between 
the field of the plasterboard and jointed areas.

What is it? 
It is an effect where the trowelled/jointed areas of a 
typical plaster surface are quite noticeable compared to 
the lining material itself. It has the effect of the jointed 
area standing out and almost appearing like a gloss 
effect compared to the rest of the surface.

Why does it happen? 
The main reason can be linked with insufficient paint 
practice and usually as a result of little or no undercoat or 
sealer; it is the difference in suction of the board paper 
and joint compound, the problem accentuated by strong 
side lighting with slight angle of incidence to ceiling or 
wall surface.

In the past, another reason may have been the addition 
of non-compliant retarders or accelerators to the base 
materials at mixing stage. Manufacturers these days 
produce a wide variety of Basecoats with a wide range of 
setting times, which has overcome the use of additives.

Plasterboard has a paper surface which of course is 
different to a trowelled/jointed area. Both these areas 
have different porosity rates and textural surfaces 
and therefore have different effects on the paint when 
applied.

The appearance is usually that of a gloss level variation 
on the jointed areas which is very noticeable to the 
human eye and can give an appearance of a checker 
board.

The Solution 
The main solution to this is quite simple; apply a good 
quality undercoat/sealer prior to any paint decoration. 
Prior to the paint being applied, the surface needs to 
be prepared to be equalised and this of course is only 
accomplished by the application of undercoats.

As defined by the Australian Standards (AS2311: The 
Painting Of Buildings) A three coat paint application is 
required including a first coat of Undercoat/Sealer.

Depending on variables such as temperature, humidity, 
drying time, type of paint and application etc., noticing 
this anomaly can vary greatly in time. It can be picked up 
shortly after paint is ‘finished’ and prior to further floor 
coverings and moving into the site. Worst case is well 
after the site is handed over to the occupants and they 
have moved in with furniture etc. – rectifying the problem 
is made considerably more difficult when the site is 
occupied and furnished.
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