
Ask the Panel...
in this edition of Ask the Panel we have dedicated to Safe Lifting Specifications for 
Plasterboard, and trust it answers the queries we have received.

Safe Lifting Specifications for Plasterboard 
Nominated members of the AWCI endorse the 
certification by Engineering Consultants CMP Engineers 
report number 2015/02. The content of this specification 
outlines the practical application emanating from the 
report and will be followed by all nominated members of 
the AWCI. This specification has been reviewed and re-
approved unchanged by CMP Engineers on 31/8/2011.

1. Lift in accordance with Workplace Health and Safety 
- Mobile Crane Code of Practice.

2. Refer to Table 1 for pack size and sling placement.

3. For lifts of packs not covered by this document, lift 
may be completed by either; 
a) Suitably rated material box, or; 
b) Alternate method certified by an engineer.

4. Do not lift water or transport damaged packs.

5. Packs must consist of plasterboard sheets of same 
length.

6. All packs must be strapped to prevent movement of 
individual sheets.

7. Minimum number of sheets 20 
Maximum number of sheets 50

8. Sling arrangements to be double wrapped or choke 
arrangement.

9. Applies to sheets widths up to 1350 mm.

10. Slings legs to be kept apart by positive restraint 
system.

11. Slings to comply with 
- AS 4497.1/1997 Roundslings - Synthetic Fibre - 
Product Specification, or  
- AS 1353.1/1997 Flat Synthetic - Webbing Slings - 
Product Specification.

12. Adequate protection is to be provided where sling 
comes into contact with load to prevent sling 
damage and load damage.

13. Slings are to be maintained and inspected to  
- AS 4497.2/1997 Roundslings - Synthetic Fibre -  
Care and Use, or 
AS 1353.2/1997 Flat Synthetic - Webbing Slings -  
Care and Use.

14. Plasterboard must comply with strength requirements 
of AS/NZS 2588:1998 : Gypsum Plasterboard. 
Wrapped edge must run parallel to “L”.

 

Table 1.

L 
(mm)

X 
(mm)

Sling 
WLL (t) *

2400 L/5 = 480 2.2

2700 L/5 = 540 2.5

3000 L/5 = 600 2.7

3600 L/5 = 720 3.3

4200 870 3.8

SHEET  
THICKNESS

Mass per unit area  
(kg/m2) **

10 6.6

13 8.55

16 13.3

* Sling WLL assumes 50 sheets and 120 degree 
included angles

**  Pack Mass = L x Width x Mass per unit area x  
number of sheets

BORAL PLASTERBOARD
Build something great™

For the discerning individual looking for the next generation in cornice, 
Linear is at the forefront of contemporary design. 

Characterised by its minimal, architectural lines the stylish 75mm square edge profi le is a great 
complement for modern residential and commercial interiors. 

An upgrade from the standard cornice range, Linear is the obvious design alternative when considering 
a square edge fi nish.

1800 003 377 
www.boral.com.au/linear/awci
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