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Don’t take risks with
substitutes when the
cost of replacement
is so high
Kooltherm® K10 G2 Soffit Insulation

Kooltherm® K3 Underfloor Insulation

Kooltherm® K12 Wall Insulation

Kingspan Kooltherm® is manufactured, tested and packaged in conformance
with the Australian Insulation Standard AS/NZS 4859.1:2018.
Made in Melbourne, our Kingspan Kooltherm® range is ideal for all your rigid
foam soffit, wall & floor insulation needs. Get your product on time and in
full from one of our stockists.

NCC 2019
Compliant

Kingspan Insulation Pty Ltd
Tel: 1300 247 235 | Email: info@kingspaninsulation.com.au

www.kingspaninsulation.com.au
Authorised Stockists: Eureka Sustainability Group Pty Ltd | Primo Building Services Pty Ltd | PlastaMasta Melbourne City |
PlastaMasta South Side | Network Building supplies | Hume Building Products | Archiclad Building Products Pty Ltd | Archiclad Pty
Ltd | Melbourne Building Supplies
RM01090AA
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Fully code compliant range of fasteners
complement our wall & ceiling systems

SAFETY CRITICAL APPLICATIONS
CRACKED CONCRETE

Offers a single point fastener 40mm
embedment solution backed with an ETA
6mm ETA certified fasteners are faster to install
than 8mm fasteners – speeding up installation
time and reducing labour costs
40mm embedment depth means that the
concrete slab doesn’t need to be x-rayed in
most applications
10mm fasteners complement our head and base
brackets, suitable for Steel Stud, MAXIjamb® and
DUPLEX Stud® profiles
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SEISMIC APPLICATIONS
FIRE-RATED APPLICATIONS

THE END

THAT CAPS

IT ALL
CAP INTERNAL PARTITION WALL ENDS, CAVITY SLIDER DOORS,
INTERNAL BALUSTRADES AND WINDOW OPENINGS.

www.rondo.com.au

INSPIRE
END CAP
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Summer
EDITION

LOOKING TO NEW HORIZONS
PERRY RICHARDSON

PRESIDENT, AWCI ANZ

It is an honour to be the President of AWCIANZ and to be working alongside
a great team of people to help take our industry forward.

I would first like to acknowledge the great job
my predecessor Tony Roberts did steering
the AWCI through probably one of the most
tumultuous periods our industry, and indeed our
country, has seen.

positions at both a state and national level. I
consider my appointment to the role of President
a real honour. For me, it is a valuable opportunity
to contribute to a great industry that has given
so much to myself and my family.

The hard decisions and the tireless efforts
Tony made has brought us through these
uncertain times and provided the platform for
us to build on. Thanks to Tony, the Committee
and Executive Officers in the states that work
tirelessly to build AWCI.

I look forward to the next two years working with
the AWCI team in all the states, and the Board,
to map and implement a plan for the future
growth of AWCIANZ.

I have worked in our Industry for over 30
years. I'm proud to say that I started as and
still am a contractor but like others I have also
branched out into other areas. Our company
Proplaster Products has been importing
compounds and accessories for over 20 years,
and more recently has started to manufacture
compounds here in Australia. So my past and
present is all about our industry .
I have been an active member of the AWCI
for over 25 years, and have held numerous

Dependent on what state you live in, the COVID
experience has been different for us all, but
probably not as bad for us and our industry as
others. That said, a lot of plans have been in a
holding pattern for many businesses and we are
far from out of the woods at this stage.
While AWCI has had to adapt with changes in
staffing, how we meet and what we are able to do,
we certainly have not been idle. The key thing now
is to look to our future and decide what we want
that to look like and how we can achieve that.
To that end, our major initiative is to become a truly
national organisation and to improve the benefits

and services we can provide for members.
We have a four-person committee charged with
developing the outline and business plan to
achieve this. It's no small feat and not one that will
happen overnight, but the team commitment is
that it will happen.
Our first goal is to have this outline and deliver it to
the State committees to take to their members for
review and comment. It's critical we get feedback
from all stakeholders to ensure we are all working
towards the same common purpose.
I am also looking forward to meeting as many
AWCIANZ members as possible. And, with a little
luck, we may even be able to hold our National
Conference next year.
In the meantime, I am more than happy to hear
from you about the issues you might be facing,
or any suggestions that you might have to help
us build a stronger AWCI and deliver even greater
value for all our members.
Wishing you all a happy and safe holidays.

AWCI ANZ EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE 2020-2021
AWCI ANZ held its Virtual AGM on October
29, 2020, and the following individuals were
nominated and elected to the AWCI ANZ
Executive Committee.
President: 		
Vice President:
Rachel McMahon
Phil Cooymans
John Lawrence
Clinton Steele
Shane Croker
Richard Halbert
Peter Rodgers
Darren Sandercock
Dominic Gillespie
Dave Rodek
Peter Collins

Perry Richardson (AWCI Qld)
Stuart Phelps (AWCI NZ)
(AWCI WA)
(AWCI SA)
(AWCI VIC)
(AWCI TAS)
(AWCI NSW)
(CSR Gyprock)
(Knauf)
(USG Boral)
(Rondo Building Services)
(BGC)
(Winstone Wallboards)

CHRISTMAS
CLOSURE DATES
QLD:
TAS:
WA:
NSW:
VIC:

Closes 23rd December, reopens 11th January
Closes 24th December, reopens 4th January
Closes 23rd December, reopens 11th January
Closes 18th December, reopens 12th January
Closes 23rd December, reopens 18th January

Wishing
you all
a Merry
Christmas
and
a Happy
New Year!
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THE CURVE

The ‘Round House’ project proved to be one of CK Ceilings’
most intensely challenging projects ever... but also one of its
most rewarding.

WA-based CK Ceilings has been operating for
12 years, its team comprising Clinton Kimes, his
brother Daniel Kimes and a number of highly
skilled sub-contractors.
Clinton started out doing ceilings when he was
just 15 years old, undertaking an apprenticeship
with his father.
Now, at 38 years of age, he’s been in the industry
for a total of 23 years. Over the years Clinton and
Daniel have worked with a number of builders on
a regular basis and have built a good rapport with
them and many other trades in the industry.
“One of the main building companies we work
with now is Weststyle, and it is them we have to
thank for the amazing opportunity to work on the
‘Round House’ project," he says.
Dubbed the ‘Round House’ due to the curved
walls that meld harmoniously with its beachside
location, this majestic coastal home was designed
and built by Weststyle, completed in 2019.
CK Ceilings was brought onboard to create the
incredible feature skylight and staircase shaft,
with the key objectives being:
• creating numerous curves for the feature
skylight with centre cross feature sitting below
a piece of glass to give off a floating effect.
• installing 12 gyprock lighting troughs that
stem out from the circular skylight bulkhead,
each lining up on the other side creating a
clock-like feature.

• Crafting the three-storey spiral staircase shaft
situated directly below the circular skylight.
“The work took us a total of 12 months to complete,”
Clinton says.
ON THE Surface 7
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Each lighting trough
follows the rake ceiling
down to the 16m radius
stud curved wall, lined
with Gyprock to conceal
a curtain recess built into
the front for all the hidden
air-conditioning grills.

“We really had to use our initiative to ensure
the project not only came in on brief, but
complimented, enhanced and encapsulated the
detail of the architectural design at hand.”
The job was not without its challenges.
Creating the curves for the feature skylight and
three-storey staircase meant it had to be framed
out and lined with two layers of CSR Flexiboard.
“This was done over three stages because of the
scaffolding. Both the skylight and staircase were then
completed with a Level 5 finish,” Clinton explains.
“Then there were the 12 Gyprock lighting troughs
that stem out from the circular skylight bulkhead,
each lining up on the other side creating a clocklike feature.
“All in all there were many aspects in this iconic
build, including curved bulkheads, curtain
recesses, lighting troughs, skylights, etc. All three
storeys were framed out using Rondo suspension,
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sheeted with CSR Gyprock and flushed with CSR
compound. We have found their products to be of
the highest standard with both companies meeting
all requirements we’ve ever needed.”
The best part of the project, Clinton says, was
seeing it completed in its entirety.
“Seeing the house finished was definitely
satisfying. The ‘Round House’ project was a first
of its kind for us, therefore, we knew we may face
some challenges and uncertainty throughout the
build. However, the final product was so much
more than we could have ever envisioned and it is
definitely one for the memory bank.”

“We really had to use our
initiative to ensure the project
not only came in on brief, but
complimented, enhanced and
encapsulated the detail of the
architectural design at hand.”

Every year the
I’m a Gyprocker competition
gets tougher.
From the record number of
entries this year, we awarded
88 Local Gyprock Legends
around Australia a share in
over $100k in prizes.

NSW/ACT – Hinton Linings

And from these
Local Legends, a
winner from each
region was chosen:

VIC/TAS – GR & T Plasterers
WA – CK Ceilings
SA/NT – NT Walls and Ceilings
QLD – Andrew Sheean Plastering

Congratulations to all our winners
and we thank everyone who entered
for their tremendous work.
RM01047AE

Make sure you tag us on Instagram

#imagyprocker
so we can share your great work every day
with the Gyprocking community.
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MILESTONES AND

With more than four decades of experience in walls and ceiling linings,
Phil Cooymans is now leading the way in the pressed metal industry.

If you had asked Phil Cooymans back in 1977 where
he thought he’d be in four decades, it is unlikely the
then-apprentice would have said at the forefront of the
nation’s pressed metal industry.

Nevertheless that is the case. What’s more Phil and
his company, The Australian Pressed Metal Group,
can be credited for almost single handedly reviving the
lost art of pressed metal, with their works showcased
around the country on large scale projects such as
Carlton House York and George Street in Sydney,
Melbourne’s Flinders Street Train Station façade
restoration, Melbourne State Library, Perth Museum
and Hackett Hall restoration, and even across the ditch
at Wellington Town Hall in New Zealand.
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So the question remains, how did Phil find himself at
this place in his career?

After beginning his apprenticeship as a fibrous plasterer,
at TAFE the course included the installation of pressed
metal panels. Phil went on to work on many restorations
and installations for TW Inghams —the manufacturers
of original pressed metal panels in Adelaide. During
this time he built up a wealth of knowledge about the
product, but when TW Inghams was bought out by
CSR, Phil noticed an obvious decline in product quality
and knew something had to change.
He decided to take matters into his own hands and,
after sourcing a supplier he opened his first shop,
with increasing demand in their product leading to a

move to a larger location in 2009. It was at this time
the opportunity also arose to buy the original dies and
machinery from TW Inghams.
“When I got the opportunity to buy it [the business],
the product quality was in decline. There’s no
argument about it,” Phil says.
“And when I bought TW Inghams there was no
manual for us. There was nobody there to show us
how to do it. Basically this stuff was started in 1892
and by 1940 it had finished and they were just
dabbling in it. So, when I physically took it over in
2000 and I wanted to bring it back into production
all those people who had been working on this
machinery had passed on.”

e
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“A lot of people don’t realise that Flinders Street Train Station on the platform side
is pressed metal. When they look at it they think it’s stone, but it’s actually not. It’s
shingled to make it look like stone, but the arches are all pressed metal,” Phil says.

Their hard work, however, wasn’t totally lost. When moving the dies it was
discovered sheets of paper with instructions about how to use the machinery had
been placed underneath them, and so Phil and his team were able to piece the
process together.
“There were sheets of paper with writing on them about things like how they
actually put it through the press to make it level, and what they shim the corners
with. And I found that extremely rewarding to see stuff that someone had written in
1930 and 1940 and here it was in 2000. I found that quite remarkable,” Phil says.
Despite technically reviving the almost lost art of pressed metal, Phil is quick
to note The Australian Pressed Metal Group has also moved with the times,
completely changing its manufacturing process.
“We’ve gone from cast iron dies to resin dies because we’ve moved into the 21st
century. You know, we’re not reinventing the wheel but what we’ve been able to do
is produce a product faster and better than they could 100 years ago just because
of modern technology,” Phil says.
“That’s pushing the manufacture of this particular product forward as well. We’ve
also gone from using soft zinc to an o-grade aluminium, which is easier to work
with. So you move with technology and technology forces you down the road too.
“It’s been a complete learning curve for me. I’ve basically gone from being a
plasterer to a metal worker and using guillotines, pan breaks and folders, pressers
and rollers and all that machinery that has nothing to do with the plastering
industry but has everything to do with the ceiling industry. I’ve enjoyed that
challenge for the past 20 years.”
Drawn in by creating beautifully ornate, embossed ceilings, the scope of projects
Phil and his team now find themselves working on is a testament to their
craftsmanship. One such project, which Phil names as his favourite so far, is the
iconic Flinders Street Train Station in Melbourne.

“To work on that for two-and-a-half years and to walk away and know that the
inside is yet to be done up is just something good. And also to be part of Australia’s
history in an iconic Australian building is great.”
Phil also notes that after spending more than 40 years working in pressed metal, his
knowledge and advice is regularly often sought after by others—and he is more than
happy to share his expertise.
“When the heritage architects start restoring something they will inevitably come to
me first and we’ll have a discussion. I’ll have a look at it and say, 'Look, I think this
and this because I know on that building that happened and on this building this
happened,’ and then that often gets written in the scope of works in the contract
before coming back to us, because we do have the original dies from 1892 and we
know the panels we’ll use and the way it’s going to be restored,” he says.
“But even if we don’t get the job and other people do, they inevitably come to me
and I’m happy to share the knowledge. I’m not one of those people who are worried
about people trying to steal my work. I don’t want to die in 20 years time and take
this knowledge with me. This was a particular manufacturing part that basically
stopped because that knowledge wasn’t passed on.”
It’s Phil’s eagerness to pass on real world knowledge that has also seen
him become heavily involved with the Australian Wall & Ceiling Association
apprentice challenges. However, rather than setting challenges that are by the
book, Phil says he prefers to choose challenges that force the apprentices to
think dynamically and creatively to problem solve in the hopes that this skill will
then translate to the worksite.
“Not everyone likes the challenges I put in the apprentice challenge. Some prefer
them to be black and white and by the book, but I don’t want to go by the book. I
want an apprentice to be in the real world, where they can go onsite and have the
slab down a square or 100mm too long, I want them to know what’s difficult and
how to fix a problem you get every day on every site,” he says.
“If something goes wrong, a tradesman is only as good as how they can solve their
problems. That’s what I like to instill in an apprentice, not just how to fix and flush.”
ON THE Surface 11

2020 AWARDS
OF EXCELLENCE

CELEBRATING A YEAR OF INCREDIBLE WORKMANSHIP
—AWCI STATE AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 2020
It's been a year of upheaval thanks to a worldwide pandemic, however, it takes more than that to dampen
the spirits and indeed the incredible work carried out by Australia's walls and ceilings industry. Here, we
take a look at the 2020 State Awards of Excellence winners from New South Wales, South Australia and
Western Australia.
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RESIDENTIAL UNDER $30K

HUTCHY CEILINGS
Project: Residence, South Perth

Hutchy Ceilings was presented with a building that was an empty
shell, with the architect having the vision of what he wanted the team
to create. The team was given drawings and set about creating metal
framework, pre-cast curves and sheeting curves with a square set
finish. Products used included metal furring channel, plasterboard and
plasterglass pre-fab curve ceilings and bullnoses.

RESIDENTIAL OVER $30K- $100K
CK CEILINGS WA
Builder: Weststyle:
Project: Branksome Gardens, City Beach
The ‘Round House’ has been one of CK Ceilings’ most challenging
projects to date, but also one of its most rewarding. The majestic
coastal home was designed by West Australian builder Weststyle in
2019. The work took a total of 12 months to complete. CK Ceilings
was asked to create numerous curves for the feature skylight, which
had to be framed out and lined with two layers of CSR Flexiboard.
The skylight had a cross feature in the middle which sat below a
piece of glass to give off a floating effect. Another key feature was the
12 gyprock lighting troughs that stem out from the circular skylight
bulkhead, each lining up on the other side creating a clock-like
feature. Each lighting trough follows the rake ceiling down to the 16m
radius stud curved wall, lined with Gyprock to conceal a curtain recess
built into the front for all the hidden air-con grills.
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COMMERCIAL UNDER $500K

BRIDIE INDUSTRIES
Client: BADGE
Project: Thornlie Square Shopping Centre
This project had various elements to contend with—suspended
flush plasterboard ceilings, bulkheads, skylights and coffer ceilings.
Architectural timber lining was required to coffer ceilings and
walkways of the shopping centre. Products used included Morlock
Timber and Décor Systems.

COMMERCIAL OVER $500K
TOPEND CEILINGS
Builder: EMCO
Designer: With Architects
Project: Yanchep Secondary College, Performing Arts Building
TopEnd worked closely with the builder and architects to bring the
project to life, sourcing all products from Perth-based manufacturers
overcoming various challenging situations, leading to the creation of
some new products for the project that conform to Australian Standards,
were below budgeted cost and were locally produced. TopEnd were
required to work with a professional artist to create the public art on the
building that required PAA to use new techniques to produce the artistic
liner images on the sofit that matched up with the etched glazing on the
main entrance. This was achieved on time and was a example of how
the team can collaborate to achieve amazing results.

REGIONAL COMMERCIAL WINNER
NORTHLINE WALL & CEILING CONTRACTORS PTY LTD
Client: H&M Tracey Construction
Project: University of Notre Dame Simulation Lab & Offices Upgrade
Being a refurbishment, this job had its ups and down throughout
the build. The job involved suspended furring channel using resilient
mount system, the stud walls were stud and track using acoustic
studs lined with sound control plasterboard, the ceiling was perforated
plasterboard with acoustic blanket insulation. In the end, the outcome
was a particularly good and pleasing result. Products used included
concealed suspended and steel stud partition systems (including
acoustic studs and resilient mount systems), perforated plasterboard
(including acoustic blanket insulation), 13mm standard and sound
control plasterboard throughout.

ON THE Surface 13
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TOPEND CEILINGS
Builder: ADCO Builders
Project: Swan Care Leisure Precinct
TopEnd worked very closely with the design team to achieve
incredible outcomes for the project. With specialised ceilings and
walls in every room, the team needed to ensure acoustic design
specifications were met while maintaining the overall design
intent was not compromised. Products used included PAA Wood
Edge Custom acoustic ceilings and PAA SonaBreak seamless
perforated plaster.

DECORATIVE
PERTH PLASTER MOULDINGS
Client: BADGE
Builder: National Estate Builders
Project: Storthes Street, Mount Lawley
Perth Plaster Mouldings was given free licence to create a design
that would suit the period style of this home and provide ‘wow’
factor. The team created a design that incorporated arches with
recess panels, a pressed metal look-vaulted ceiling, wall niches
and beadings. The client also asked the team to design an exterior
window frame and matching wall niche, which the team created
with concrete. All products were made to specified sizes for the
rooms with consideration to the era in which the house was built.

FACADE
HYBRID LININGS PTY LTD
Clients: Ferguson Architects
Project: UWA Business School
Hybrid Linings completed the supply, fabrication and installation of
the Ultracore G2 Cladding system at the UWA Business School. This
project consisted of re-cladding to three different locations on the
campus. The West Wall featured a perforated pattern which required
intricate detailing on CAD and delicate fabrication to achieve the final
result. The Vessel consisted of more than 500 individually fabricated
and installed panels to form a tapered cylindrical structure that
stands over five storeys high.
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RESIDENTIAL UNDER $50K

ALL PLASTERING SOLUTIONS
Project: Richmond

Coffered ceilings were a dominant feature in the main lounge,
family room and kitchen. A large dome ceiling rose was installed in
the dining room. There were multiple boxed columns throughout
the home. All Plastering Solutions' client changed features within
the house every week, meaning the team was required to do an
extensive amount of maintenance and alterations. The job was
completed in two parts; it was a renovation, so matching new to
old was a challenge, however, the team and the client were very
pleased with the end result.

RESIDENTIAL OVER $50K
PRESTIGIOUS PLASTERING
Project: Bellevue Hill Project
Three individual trophy homes were amalgamated on the
prestigious Cranbrook Rd in Bellevue Hill to create a one-of-a-kind,
six-level residence. The Prestigious Plastering team were faced
with challenges such as 3,200sqm of complex coffered ceilings,
6,750sqm of French panelled custom fire rated walls and more than
three kilometres of intricate cornice works. At the peak of the build,
there were 16 plasterers working full-time on this incredible project.
From a plastering standpoint, every single ceiling, coffer, bulkhead
and wall was meticulously laser levelled and installed with millimetre
precision and zero tolerance. Hand-set level 5 finishes were applied
on walls and ceilings affected by glancing and critical light. Wall
mouldings, spiral stairs and polished Milano ceilings were some of the
unique design features included in this once-in-a-lifetime build.

COMMERCIAL UNDER $500K
ENTRAX COMMERCIAL INTERIORS
Project: St Pauls College
Entrax specialises in office partitions and fitouts and prides itself
on being fast, affordable and professional. With the ESV project,
the Entrax team was faced with the challenge of extensive
curved walls, not only in plasterboard but also glass curved
walls. That included everything from the delivery of product
and materials to L13 then to installation. Entrax was involved in
ceiling (perforated, set and grid), walls (including curved walls),
glazing (including curved glass walls), and aluminium framed
doors and hardware.
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CREATIVE PLASTERERS
Project: St Pauls College, Walla Walla
Creative Plasterers started the Hub Building project at St Paul’s
College with a bare shell, with roof trusses 3030mm and suspended
down, forming a ceiling at that height. This allowed a level surface
for the team to work their way down from. Room one featured a
centralised timber ceiling with curved bulkheads. Room two started
with large leaves in the centre and were stepped back up to the
3040mm ceiling height, surrounded by curved bulkheads.
The biggest challenge for the team was the trowelling of the windows
at the 3040mm height, particularly in the square set and form of
the bulkheads in the tight spaces. By using their most skilled trades,
specialised products and transparent project management, Creative
Plasterers achieved an outstanding result.

HERITAGE
BIETOLA INTERIORS
Project: Mosman Residence
This was a renovation to an existing dwelling. The designer wanted
to keep the traditional elements continued throughout the house. The
Bietola Interiors team was tasked with the plasterworks to the house,
which included all new linings as well as new large ornate cornices
throughout. They also needed to create two new archways to replicate
the original arch at the front of the house.
The team used mirror matching techniques when matching the pattern
in the rooms with patterned cornice and lots and time and effort to
deliver the quality on a build like this. With the archways being so old,
all components had to custom made.
The original staff mould corners had a somewhat special transition
from square corner into curved staff mould . This meant more custom
moulds to add to the three already being made.

FAÇADE
J.A. CROCKETT PTY LTD
Project: Newcastle Bus Interchange
The Newcastle Bus Interchange was constructed in order to
improve connectivity between heavy rail, light rail, bus platforms
and pedestrian access at the western edge of the CBD.
Vitrapanel cladding was chosen as a cost-effective alternative for
a prefinished, low-maintenance cladding solution for this Transport
NSW facility.
A short program created a logistically challenging project that
resulted in a large amount of Sunday work. However, it was the
large number of curves in the design that proved to be the most
challenging element.
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SPECIALIST LININGS

HINTON LININGS
Project: Hyde Park Project
This project started with a phone call: “Steve, I need some
setters for a couple of days".
Shortly after arriving onsite, the Hinton Linings team knew they
were in for a masterpiece. The site was Sydney’s World Heritage
Listed Hyde Park Barracks. Opened in 1819, it has been used as a
barracks, hospital, convict accommodation, mint, courthouse and
now a museum and café.
The project assigned to Hinton Linings was to put together this
shape like module/sculpture and set it with perfect form, allowing
the fluid, seamless curves to flow throughout plinths displaying
priceless artefacts throughout the buildings. Once the surface was
set, artists were to install stickered imaging to the surface.

"While working onsite, the importance of understanding where we
were working (the Historical Hyde Park Barracks), but what we

were working around (heritage floors, walls, artefacts)
meant we hardly breathed, wanting our footprint to
be invisible. With every cut, slice or sand we had to
take it in turns on the vacuum to help minimise the
unavoidable enemy dust," Steve Hinton explains.
"In our naive way, it wasn’t until after this project was
completed that we realised we were literally rubbing
shoulders with some of the most influential artist of
our time."

RM01089AA

As the days passed, two guys turned into four, then into eight.
Six weeks later, the team finished this monstrosity of an artwork
that truly a sight to behold. Throughout the build, structural support
beams were removed by various artists (to help control the flow
of visitors), meaning the supported joins of the installation were
constantly evolving and moving. Around 30 per cent of the build
was adjusted, double bended, curved and manipulated while the
team was onsite. Truckloads of plywood, 6.5mm flexi Gyprock,
Trimtex curved angles and CSR cements were used.
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RESIDENTIAL UNDER $25K
CLEVER CEILINGS
Project: The Pavilion

With a Mediterranean feel throughout this project, wooden ceilings in the
entertainment area are complemented by a curved plasterboard bulkhead
and smooth lined arches in the wet areas. The terrace bulkhead and pelmet
complement the Automatic Vergola Louve System in the terrace ceiling. USG
Boral, Knauf and Rondo were used throughout this stunning residence.

RESIDENTIAL $25K - $100K
CLEVER CEILINGS
Project: Hewitt Residence
This 100-year-old home was brought into the 21st century with
the use of USG Boral, Knauf, James Hardie, Rondo and Heritage
Plaster products. The skylights and curved fireplace, timber ceilings,
and level 4 finish kept the old look but added a modern twist.
The contractor said, “We feel with this home that we were able to
capture the brilliance of the architect's design and bring it to life”.

COMMERCIAL UNDER $250K
PREMIER PLASTERBOARD
Project: Tonkin Consulting
The open-plan office consisted of a staff kitchen, specialised pod
enclosures, testing room and a feature ceiling in the waiting room.
With curved plasterboard and Rondo concealed framing, the project
came together beautifully.
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COMMERCIAL $250K TO $1 MILLION

PREMIER PLASTERBOARD
Project: St Basils Aged Care
This project involved the construction of a 31-bed aged care
accommodation, with gym, movie theatre and external communal
areas. Pressed metal panels, architectural timber batten systems, Rondo
products and Victorian Cove cornice all came together and ensured the
part-heritage build seamlessly melded the old with the new.

COMMERCIAL $1 MILLION-$2 MILLION
PREMIER PLASTERBOARD
Project: Saints Rd Shopping Centre
This two-stage project designed with a variety of different finishes,
included back of house, offices, tenancies and the main shopping
centre space. A high cathedral-style acoustic tile ceiling in the central
space presented a challenge ensuring the raked ceilings at the two
entranced tied in. Rondo products were used throughout.

COMMERCIAL OVER $2 MILLION
LASER LININGS
Project: Her Majesty’s Theatre Redevelopment
This project was a complete and comprehensive rebuild of Her
Majesties Theatre keeping the Heritage façade intact. Special features
included high-end performance and design acoustic solutions and
treatment including radial waved feature acoustic metal ceilings and
feature timber ceilings, pressed metal and perforated ceilings, radial
acoustic walls, light coffers and troughs. Due to the unprecedented
acoustic performance required, no internal finishes or fixings could come
into contact with the external structure, thus reducing noise transfer and
vibration. With the radial seating in the auditorium, the majority of the
internal finishes and fixtures needed to be built on a radius. This was
done manufacturing radial templates offsite using a CNC machine. An
enormous amount of effort and technology has been used to ensure a
state-of-the-art acoustic facility has been delivered with Knauf, Rondo
and Bradford products used throughout.
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CEILING & WALL CONTRACTORS
Project: GPO Exchange Lobby
Utilising a variety of USG Boral and Rondo materials with a mirror
black stainless steel ceiling/bulkhead, this project demanded and
delivered a high level finish.

DECORATIVE
COOYMANS CEILING CONTRACTORS
Project: St Euphrasia Catholic Church
With no plans supplied and only photos to go off, it was a challenge
to create the numerous alters, naves, arches and columns in this
project. Pressed metal and fibrous cornice enhance the finish.

SPECIALIST LININGS
LASER LININGS
Project: Law Courts
This project saw a comprehensive refurbishment and transformation
of the old law courts into new state-of-the-art facilities. This was
achieved by using decorative wall and ceiling linings that were not
only decorative but contributed in achieving a very high acoustic
design and performance. Some of the special features and material
used in this project to achieve the required acoustic performance
and an outstanding ascetically pleasing finish include solid timber
battens applied to walls and ceilings, perforated plaster board
ceilings, acoustic fabric panels, multiple layer acoustic board linings
to walls and ceilings. This refurbishment also needed to maintain
and provide maximum security holding facilities and cells, jury
rooms, judges chambers, interview rooms, etc. Product utilised
included Knauf, Rondo, Bradford and Hilti.
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BUSINESS
MARSH ADVANTAGE INSURANCE PTY LTD

INSURANCE SOLUTIONS FOR PLASTERERS
—IS IT IN YOUR TOOLBOX?
Need plasterers insurance but not sure where to start? Marsh Advantage Insurance explains the different types of
plasterer’s insurance that can help trades businesses stay covered from the unexpected.

Every day you walk onto a job site and have a number of
varying tools and equipment at your disposal, all of which
play a crucial role in getting your work done. However, there
may be one crucial tool, that’s not yet included in your tool
kit—insurance.
I know what you’re thinking: "Is insurance really necessary?”
Well, with a number of risks unique to the industry, it’s
important you check if your toolbox is complete.
PUBLIC LIABILITY
Public Liability Insurance can provide protection in the event
of personal injury or damage to a third party or their property
as a result of your work. If a claim was made against an owner
or a company, they could be liable to pay for damages and
any legal costs if incurred. Also if they’re a sole trader, they
may be legally and financially responsible for all aspects of a
business, putting personal assets at stake. We arrange public
liability insurance to cover plasterer for such claims.
PERSONAL ACCIDENT
Personal accident insurance can help cover plasterers with
compensation if they suffer a serious injury or death as the
result of an accident. It can also cover against loss of income
and dependent on the insurance arranged, can provide
financial support for bills and other expenses.
ERRORS AND OMISSIONS
Did you know product or service advice given as a plasterer
could create additional financial risk? If the advice given to
customers results in loss or damage, this type of liability
insurance provides cover to manage legal expenses and
monetary damages, helping companies or contractors avoid a
major financial hit.
TOOLS & EQUIPMENT INSURANCE
This insurance covers plasterers following accidental loss of or
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damage to their tools, equipment or resources and seeks to
ensure they can replace/repair these and continue working.
EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES LIABILITY
If you own your own business, it is important to
understand that employees and former employees may
have the ability to sue you for a raft of alleged acts such as
claims of unfair dismissal, underpayment, discrimination,
bullying and harassment. Employment practices liability
insurance for plasterers can provide cover for claims
relating to such allegations.
WHAT NEXT?
Now you have an understanding of some of the different
types of insurance available to plasterers, it’s time to
consider what to add into your toolbox.
We’ve arranged insurance for thousands of tradies across
the country and understand the unique risk requirements of
the industry.
You can arrange an online quote for public liability insurance
at trades.marshadvantage.com or if you’d like to learn more,
speak to our experienced Trades team on 1300 300 511 for
further information.
Marsh Advantage Insurance Pty Ltd (ABN 31 081 358 303, AFSL
238 369)(Marsh) arrange insurance and are not an insurer. The
insurance solutions referred to in this article are underwritten by
various insurers. When arranging insurance for you, Marsh will
disclose to you the insurer and the basis upon which it acts. This
article contains general information, does not take into account your
individual objectives, financial situation or needs and may not suit
your personal circumstances. For full details of the terms, conditions
and limitations of the covers and before making any decision about
whether to acquire the product, refer to the specific policy wordings
or PDS available from Marsh. The Association of Wall & Ceiling
Industries Australia & New Zealand Inc. receives a financial benefit
when a policy is arranged by Marsh Advantage Insurance enabling
it to continue to provide further services to the plastering industry.
LCPA 20/295

If a claim was
made against
an owner or a
company, they
could be liable
to pay for
damages and
any legal costs
if incurred.
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JON MAILER

CEO
PROTRADE UNITED

INJECTING INNOVATION
INTO YOUR BUSINESS
As a business owner, do not underestimate the importance of being creative and injecting innovation into your
business. The biggest issue, however, is how to actually implement innovation in business.

Start by asking this question, “How do we do it better?”
There are different kinds of innovation which exist in
business. The main ones most commonly used today
are the taking forward of a new idea or concept or simply
modifying an existing idea or product. You could even
look at innovation in the area of business generation or
lead generation. There are always different ways to try
and generate new sales. The most innovative of ideas are
sometimes the most profitable.
Innovations based on the concept of a new idea could mean
coming up with an excellent new product. Having come up
with this idea, you will have to consider a number of things
such as the needs of the customer, their expectations of the
product as well as the usual market research and looking
into similar items already available on the market. If you
are successful in coming up with a brand-new, innovative
product then you will reap the rewards. By coming up with
an item that is not readily available anywhere else, you will
see your sales and profits rocket in no time at all.
Innovation in business based on an existing product
means that instead of having to come up with a
completely new idea as in the example above, you simply
have to work on being creative with an existing product
in your inventory. Look to tweak things like the features,

durability, usability and the like. The areas to change will
depend solely on the area of business you are in and the
products you sell. If you put your innovative head on you
will soon find a whole list of ways to change or tweak and
existing product, which in the long run will be cheaper
than developing and creating a new one altogether.
Business generating innovation involves looking at the
way in which your business generates sales. Whether
you use telesales, canvassing, online or offline marketing,
you will be sure to find areas in which you can be a
little innovative. That could be something like giving
your sales team an incentive to get even more sales.
Such an incentive could be treating the top performing
sales person to having an all-expenses-paid night in
a posh hotel and restaurant for them and their partner.
Sometimes the most simple of ideas will be the most
beneficial to your company.

There are
always
different
ways to try
and generate
new sales.
The most
innovative
of ideas are
sometimes
the most
profitable.

When looking at innovation in business you need to think
outside of the box while maintaining your focus on the
overall goals of the company. A simple idea may well pay
great dividends for your business.
For assistance with implementing new innovative ideas
into your business and working with your team to drive
your business forward, contact PROTRADE United.
ON THE Surface 23

App
TBA Firefly are proud to announce the release of our Passive Fire Protection App
The TBA Firefly App allows you to browse our 12,000+ Fully Tested
& Assessed NCC Compliant Passive Fire Protection Systems.
It assists Australian Industry Professionals to generate Passive Fire
Protection Project Reports when carrying out; Audits, Designs,
Installations, Specifications & Compliance tasks.
Manage your Australian Passive Fire Protection Projects and track
their progress with ease.

How Does Our App Work?

The TBA Firefly App allows you to quickly create customised
reports for your projects.

Create Your Profile
Create a free profile for use on our Website and App

Add Pictures On The Go
Take pictures of both Compliant and Non-Compliant
Installations on your construction project as you go and add
them to your reports.

Generate Instant Reports
Make customised reports for any project either from your
construction site or from your office with ease.

Easily Manageable

Fully Tested and Assessed

Increase Productivity

Our app guides you through the selection
process for finding the correct system for
your specific wall, floor or ceiling substrate
making it quick and easy to find Compliant
Solutions for your projects.

All 12,000+ systems within the App refer to
Specific Identification Numbers for their
Specific Applications and FRLs achieved
within a Report/Reports from a NATA
Accredited Testing Laboratory.
These Reports meet Specification A2.3
Section 2 (c) of NCC2016 Amendment 1
(Including Prior Versions) & Schedule 5
Section 2 (c) of NCC2019 (Including
Amendment 1) for determination of
an FRL.

The TBA Firefly App gives you the tools you
need to quickly find the exact Compliant
System you are looking for and includes all
relevant Regulatory Information Reports
for Systems when you generate a passive
fire protection register.

RM01085AA

One of over 12,000
systems within the App

Add systems and
compliance issues to a project to
generate an automatic report

Create your TBA Firefly Profile and
Download the TBA Firefly App Today
Step 1: Create your Profile
Create your TBA Firefly Profile on our website to generate your Login and
Password ( This is required for using the App)

Step 2: Download the App
Once you’ve created your profile, go to the Apple App Store or Google
Play Store and download the TBA Firefly App

Step 3: Sign In
Once you’ve downloaded the App, sign in using your
TBA Firefly Profile Login and Password. You’ll now have instant access to
over 12,000 TBA Firefly Tested & Assessed Systems and the ability to
create Passive Fire Protection Registers plus much more, so why wait?

Contact Us:
PHONE: (07) 5411 4209
OR (02) 8004 3333 (Option 2)

WEBSITE: tbafirefly.com.au
EMAIL: sales@tbafirefly.com.au

Add any compliance
issues found and specify
rectification work

Learn
More

BUSINESS

MLXL CONSULTANCY

TENDER AND SUBCONTRACT
MANAGEMENT
They said, "Your tender is looking good but there are a few things we need to talk about," and
you thought, "What did I leave out of my tender?!"

Many AWCI members could have heard these words and had
this thought. The issue becomes how to respond to the question
and win the tender.
The answer to this is tender and subcontract management.
Tenders need to provide three things from the tenderer, namely:
• INCLUSIONS – What’s IN?

development and construct) the proposed subcontract tends
to lock the tenderer into fixed time and fixed cost based on
the tender scope of works. AWCI members should check that
the tender documents defining the scope of works (drawings,
specifications, etc) match the propsed subcontract documents
(drawings, specifications, etc) to avoid being signed up to any
post-tender documents that did not form part of the tender.

• EXCLUSIONS – What’s OUT?

Under the proposed subcontract, time and cost can usually
be varied as directed via extensions of time for delay and
variations to the scope of works. It is recommended that AWCI
Tenders need to clearly define tender inclusions and exclusions
members read and/or obtain advice and assistance with
with respect to the scope of works provided in the tender
respect to the proposed subcontract requirements for claiming
package. Reference should also be made to the specifically
an extension of time or responding to a directed, anticipated or
provided tender documents relied upon as the basis for the tender
proposed variation.
inclusions and exclusions (drawings, specifications, etc). Tenders
With respect to time it is important that the dates/periods
should also clearly nominate which factual items in the tender
for commencement and completion of the scope of works
package that require clarification, e.g. site access and facilities,
under the proposed subcontract are carefully considered
material handling, etc.
and managed and any non-tenderer delays are claimed as
Tenders should clearly indicate the labour, materials and any
extensions of time. Otherwise, if the date/period for completion
plant and equipment allowed for in the tender inclusions.
is exceeded, liability for liquidated damages could become a
Where possible or where required tender rates for labour and/
real cost issue.
or combined labour/material should be included in the tender
AWCI members should be aware of and/or obtain advice
for any potential directed variations to the scope of works under
the subsequent subcontract. Rates should clarify allowances for and assistance with respect to their state or territory security
of payment legislation and the requirements for making
overheads (onsite and offsite), profit and GST if required or be all
payment claims, receiving payment schedules or submitting
inclusive rates as required by the tender documents.
adjudication applications.
Proposed subcontracts should be requested to be provided
So, before your next conversation regarding your tender and
during the tender period if they are not provided as part of the
‘a few things we need to talk about’, AWCI members should
tender package documents. After reading and/or obtaining
recheck their tender inclusions, exclusions and clarifications
advice and assistance a review of the proposed subcontract
and any proposed subcontract clarifications so as to have ‘a few
during the tender period should be undertaken and tenders
things we need to talk about’ as well.
should be submitted with a list of subcontract clarifications
(comments and suggestions) as part of the tender.
This will assist the tenderer to clarify and potentially rebalance
the risk allocation in the tender and any subsequent proposed
Depending on the choice of delivery system for the project and
the scope of works (construct only, design and construct or design subcontract between the potentially contracting parties.
• CLARIFICATIONS – What we need to talk about?
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Tenders need
to clearly
define tender
inclusions and
exclusions
with respect
to the scope
of works
provided in
the tender
package.
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Q.

Q.
WHAT CAUSES MOULD ON MY CEILING AND WHAT IS BEST WAY
TO GET RID OF THE MOULD?

A.
Mould or mildew is a form of fungus that grows from spores present in
most atmospheres but developing only if conditions are favourable. The
essential requirements are moisture and organic material on which to
feed. Any environment in which the relative humidity exceeds 70 per cent
for lengthy periods provides sufficient moisture, while there is usually a
film of organic material on most building materials. Mould growth is likely
to be most prolific in situations such as breweries, bakeries, cold rooms,
bathrooms and even some bedrooms, where there can be an ample
supply of organic material and the relative humidity is above 70 per cent,
or there is condensation or some other source of water.
Surfaces affected by mould growths should be treated by washing firstly
with a bleach solution such as White King or Domestos mixed 1:3 with
water. Apply thoroughly, allow to stand and soak on the mould for 10
to 20 minutes before thoroughly rinsing off with clean water. Severely
contaminated surfaces may require more than one treatment.

A CONCERNED OWNER CONTACTED ME REGARDING HER
CEILINGS, EXPLAINING SHE HAD AN ONSITE INSPECTION AND
QUOTE DONE BY A PROPERTY GROUP. IN THE QUOTE THEY HAVE
STATED, “THE GLUE USED IN YOUR CEILINGS IS A YELLOW GLUE,
WHICH IS ONE OF MANY DEFECTIVE TYPES OF GLUE USED IN THE
LAST BUILDING BOOM”. THE QUESTION THE OWNER ASKED WAS
WHAT SHOULD SHE DO?

A.
Firstly, let the owner know contacting the AWCI was a good start and that
you can refer two AWCI members to come out and have a look.
In reference to the statement made about the stud adhesive, I explained
the following:
At the time of the ceilings being installed, there were two different brands
of yellow adhesive in the market and the AWCI was not aware of either of
them being faulty.
From the AWCI experience, a ceiling coming away can typically be the
result of a) inadequate volume of adhesive, b) poor placement of the
adhesive, or c) contributed to by all the tradespeople who have accessed
the roof space since the home was built, such as electricians, insulation
installers and plumbers.

y
Any AWCI Members requiring an
t to:
advice and assistance with respec
•
•
•
•
•

TENDERS.
SUBCONTRACTS.
VARIATIONS.
EXTENSIONS OF TIME.
PAYMENT CLAIMS.

•
•
•
•

PAYMENT SCHEDULES.
ADJUDICATION APPLICATIONS.
SUBCONTRACT CLAIMS.
SUBCONTRACT DISPUTES.

Contact
MLXL CONSULTANCY
0419 415 139
m
email mlxl.consultancy@gmail.co
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For further specific
information visit:
www.rondo.com.au
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INTRODUCTION
The characteristics of wind pressure on a structure and its elements are
specific to that structure and are a function of four main variables:
1. Locality of the building
2. Permeability of the façade
3. The geometry of the structure under consideration
4. Disturbance of the approaching wind.

2. SITE WIND SPEED VARIABLES
To calculate the site wind speed, there are a minimum of five variables. These
variables relate to the site location and its surrounding.
Region Wind Speed (VR) AS/NZS 1170.2 Table 3.1, Figure 3.1 (A) & (B)
The location of the site relates to the wind region. Certain wind regions have stronger
winds than others, for example far North Australia with cyclones or the windy
conditions of Wellington. In Australia there are eight wind regions; A1 to A5 and B are
non-cyclonic and C and D are cyclonic. New Zealand has three wind regions A6, A7
and W, W being the Cook Strait area..

The external wind pressures on a building are not steady, but highly
fluctuating, and vary across the building face both laterally and
vertically.
These external wind pressures, coupled with the façade design, also
result in the development of internal pressures within the building.
Internal pressures cannot be ignored, and in some situations can be
upwards of 1.0kPa.
Using internal pressures along with system testing, we provide design
solutions for the wall and ceiling systems to accommodate site wind
loads. This ensures the client’s requirements are satisfied, while
simultaneously complying with the Building Codes requirements.

1. SITE WIND SPEED:
Project specific, site wind speed can be determined using two methods:
1. Calculated by a Qualified Engineer in Accordance with AS/NZS 1170.2 or,
2. Wind Tunnel Study.
USING THE STANDARD (AS/NZS 1170.2)1
The standard is based on wind tunnel studies, field measurements and fluid
dynamics. It was created to eliminate the need for creating costly wind tunnel
study for each project. The code provides tables and clauses for the many
factors that impact the site wind speed, allowing the engineer to select the
relevant conditions and then calculate the site wind speed.
The calculation is then a Deem-To-Satisfy solution in the NCC.
SITE WIND SPEED
Vsit,β = VRMd(Mz,catMsMt)
Where:
Vsit,β = Site wind Speed
VR= Regional Wind Gust (against Annual Probability)
Md = Direction multiplier for the 8 cardinal directions
Mz,cat = terrain or height multiplier
Ms = Shielding multiplier
Mt = Topographic multiplier

WIND TUNNEL
A wind tunnel can be used for buildings that fall outside AS/NZS 1170.2 or if the
building requires a more exact site wind speed. The wind tunnel report needs to
be checked it includes façade/cladding pressure. Below are the buildings not in
the scope of AS1170. 2:

FIGURE 1: AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND REGION MAP

BUILDING IMPORTANCE LEVEL AND WIND SPEED
A building’s importance relates to the building’s functions and post disaster
functionality. Using the importance of a building and table 1.2b from Volume 1 of
the NCC the annual probability of exceedance of wind is given, this defines the
probability of this wind occurring in a given year.
AS/NZS 1170.2 Table 3.1, provides regional wind speeds for ultimate and
serviceability reoccurrence interval nominated as ‘R’ in ‘VR’ (which is the inverse
of annual probability of exceedance). Example, V500 is the wind speed for a
recurrence interval of 500 years
Building Importance
Level

Annual Probability of Exceedance per Year (Wind)

1

1:100 Non-Cyclonic
1:200 Cyclonic

2

1:500

3

1:1000

4

1:2000

• Buildings over 200m in height

Terrain/Height Category (Mz,cat) AS/NZS 1170.2 Clause 4.2.1 & Table 4.1

• Buildings with a roof span over 100m

Terrain determines how exposed a site is to the wind. A beach is more exposed to
the wind than a forest as the wind can blow straight in from the sea with only the
waves to slow it down, whereas a forest has trees to slow and disturb the wind.

• Offshore structures
• Bridges
• Transmission towers
'For use with NCC Volume 2 AS4055 can be used.

Height of Building; higher buildings are less likely to be shielded from
surrounding terrain. The resulting wind speed is therefore greater at higher levels.
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Terrain
Category

Description
(General refer to AS/NZS 1170.2:2011 for full description)

TC1 –
Worst Case
TC1.5
TC2
TC2.5

Very exposed. Flat treeless plains with little grass eg inland
lakes or bays.
Right on the shore of the Ocean, Sea
Farmland with well-scattered obstructions
New Developments, Urban area with scattered buildings.
Intermediate between TC2 and 3
Suburban areas, buildings close together with a general height
of 3m – 10m
City Centres, buildings close together with a general height of
10m - 30m

TC3
TC4 –
Best Case

FIGURE 2: TERRAIN CATEGORY 1 - WORST CASE

4. CLADDING, THE FIRST LINE OF DEFENCE
A building's first line of defence against the wind is its cladding. The cladding takes
the full and fluctuating force of the wind, transferring it back to its sub structure
and then onto the building structure. In doing so, the forces transferred back to the
structure are some what averaged out while the cladding can be exposed to local
higher winds. .
5. LOCAL PRESSURE
Zones of a building may have extra pressure applied due to the location or shape
of the zone. A corner of a building will have increased factors applied because of
extra wind pressure in these areas. The extra pressure comes from wind vortexes
that form in the corners of building, created by wind hitting against the building
and then flowing around the corners.
The shape of the building has an impact on the size of the corner zone. To
calculate the size of the corner zone (a) the other dimensions of the building need
to be used.
When considering corner zones most building shapes will only require one corner
zone which is equal to α/2 to be used, while some taller and slender buildings will
require two corner zones = 0 > α/2 and α/2 > a..

FIGURE 3: TERRAIN CATEGORY 4 - BEST CASE

Direction of the wind (Md) AS/NZS 1170.2 Table 3.2
Wind blows in all directions; however it is found to be stronger
from one direction than another which can change in different
regions. Buildings can be checked for the eight cardinal
directions, or for the worst case direction.
Shielding (Ms), AS/NZS 1170.2 Table 4.3
Shielding protection from other buildings can be added to the calculation. Shielding
can be used for a particular direction.
CAUTION: Buildings that are close together can sometimes increase local wind
speeds and this also needs to be considered.
Topographic (Mt), AS/NZS 1170.2 Clause 4.4
Topography is the arrangement of land around the site, determining if the site is at
the top or bottom of a hill. The top of a hill may have stronger wind gusts, due to the
approaching gradient as well as the trailing/lee topography.
3. AERODYNAMICS OF THE STRUCTURE
The shape/aerodynamics of a building influence the creation and location of positive
and negative pressure zones. Negative pressure can be created when the wind
blows past a surface. This pressure is felt on the cladding which acts as a suction
force. Wind blowing through an open garage can create a suction force on the
ceiling. In this circumstance ceiling batten spacing may need to be decreased to
450mm allowing extra fixings to hold the plasterboard to the battens.
An engineer working on a building will need to factor in both the positive; wind
pushing against the surfaces and negative; wind suction away from the surface in
their calculations to work out the worst case.

FIGURE 5: BUILDING CORNER ZONES

a = The lowest of 0.2b, 0.2d or 1H
Where:
a = Width of corner Zone
b = Breadth of Building
d = Depth of building
H = Height of building

WHAT NEXT?
When all information has been gathered and a site / design wind speed has been
calculated, the following can be considered:
1. How is the wind speed used? How does it relate to external walls, soffits, internal
walls and ceiling?
2. Why does a concealed ceiling or exposed ceiling require down strutting on
certain project but not in others? As well as other Rondo products that are installed
in many buildings.
FIGURE 4: WIND
FORCES ON A
BUILDING
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The above outlines the basics of wind, stay tuned to find out how it relates to
Rondo products in the up and coming blogs. Sign up to Rondo Channel R to be
kept up to date on the latest blogs.
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ICANZ

FREE ONSITE INSULATION
INSTALLATION TRAINING
ICANZ (Insulation Council of Australia and New Zealand) has developed a free onsite training tool for insulation
installers and all domestic building trades who handle insulation while undertaking their construction activities.
This includes insulation installers, electricians, plasterers, plumbers and builders.
The training material is split into four modules containing in total 14 short
3-5-minute videos that can be accesses as many times as wanted 24/7/365
—there is no limit on repeat viewings. This project was funded by the Victorian
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP).
The right insulation properly installed will provide homeowners higher levels of
comfort, significant energy savings and a healthier environment for the life of the
home with no requirement for ongoing maintenance. Selecting the right insulation
for the job with the specified performance rating is important. However, just as
important as using the right product is installing or, if moved, reinstalling the
insulation properly.
To be effective and deliver the wide range of potential benefits, the insulation must
provide full coverage of ceilings, walls and where specified under roofs and floors.
If gaps are left or insulation is removed and not replaced properly the potential
savings and benefits to the homeowner will be significantly reduced over the
lifetime of the building.
If insulation is not installed correctly this could result in callbacks, delays and
increased costs to builders and trades.

temporarily move or alter installed insulation to complete their work.
As well as providing short and sharp specific information for individuals, this series
of videos can be leveraged by businesses to strengthen the skills bench within
companies involved in domestic new builds. Companies (large and small) can
choose to use this training material as part of their induction or on-boarding process,
to proper training and instruction to show compliance with requirements for properly
installed insulation.
Selected videos from this video series can be used over weeks or months as part
toolbox talk programs, or they can be used to support workers who struggle with
language and literacy issues as a refresher training resource.
These are just a few ways this material could benefit you and your business. With a
bit of thought, even many other uses will emerge.
Best of all, it’s FREE for you to use. There’s not much of that
going around lately is there?
For full details visit https://app.qin.world/icanz/pages/453
or scan the QR code.

Once insulation is installed much of the insulation cannot be re-accessed,
upgraded or repaired—so installing it correctly before building completion is critical
for both the homeowner and the builder.
From the start of this project, ICANZ has collaborated with the building industry
who helped ICANZ identify the content of a series of short, targeted videos
addressing potential insulation issues that would be relevant, of interest and useful
to their members.
A major benefit of splitting the content into 14 sharp targeted videos is that trades
can easily select the information they are most interested in quickly on-site and
on-demand whenever they need it. The videos are a mixture of mostly actual
onsite installations and some animation where animation adds to and enhances
the information presented.
The general topics covered by the video series are:
• How insulation works
• Different types of insulation and where they are commonly used
• Information on Australian Insulation Standards and NCC references
• WHS guidelines and managing typical hazards
• Managing electrical hazards and electrical isolation
• Showing examples of common insulation installation errors.
Then once the basic principles of installing insulation are covered there are specific
videos on installing insulation:
• in ceilings
• in walls
• under floors
• installing wall wraps
• under metal roofs
• sarking under tiled roofs.
Also included is a video covering off the importance of associated trades being
aware of how they can impact the performance of insulation when they need to
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BREMICK:

On the Surface discovers how Australia’s best-known
fastener suppliers, Bremick, continues to innovate and
support tradespeople in getting the best results possible.

perfor
Established in 1965, Bremick is a family-owned
business founded by Michael Hawksford in a small
warehouse in Alexandria, Sydney.

The business now comprises three core
divisions of wholesale products to the industrial,
roofing, building, construction, petrochemical
and retail trade markets, with 15 distribution
centres, three manufacturing locations and three
quality control laboratories across Australia,
New Zealand and Asia.
Today, the vast majority of Australia’s
skyscrapers, bridges, major mining and critical
infrastructure projects have been constructed
using Bremick’s products.

“We've been in this business for more than
50 years, finding the best supply channels,
establishing our own in-house manufacturing
and developing the hardest coatings,” Bremick's
Matt Augimeri explains.
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“We've spent years cultivating a great team. Our
customers can pick up the phone any time and
speak with a team member about our product
specifications, technical data, product trades,
applications and installations guides. Our team
know what they're talking about and can help
solve your problem fast.”
All Bremick products are subjected to
extensive compliance testing at the company’s
manufacturing plants and at the Bremick Test
and Inspection Laboratory in Sydney, ensuring
strict compliance with both Australian and
International Standards.

Bremick continually monitors industry trends
and end user needs when it comes to product
innovation, and its product are used in more critical
applications than those of any other fastener
supplier in Australia.
“Feedback from trades is critical to any process
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whether that be development, design or testing, the
insight customers provide is critical to the success of
any new products,” Matt says.

“Trade markets always have a product available that
will undertake a task they need to complete. The
challenge we have at Bremick is to explore the key
applications of trades and develop a solution that
provides tradespeople with a sustainable advantage.”

Bremick is in the process of releasing its new MultiONE
screw, which has been designed as a multi-purpose
fastener suitable for use in multiple materials. It’s
been designed and engineered to screw through
almost any material without pre-drilling, making this
the only screw you’ll need for multiple trade and DIY
applications. You can certainly use the MultiONE
for fixing into softwood, hardwood, treated timbers,
composite boards, laminated boards, various metals,
brick, block and concrete.
Corrosion protection is another sector critical to

consumers and tradies alike, and Bremick has
developed its proprietary B8 coating to help address
that need. B8 coating lasts four times longer than C3 or
galvanising, providing peace of mind for all involved.
“It’s always vital to ensure that tradespeople and
serious DIYers choose the right fasteners for the job
at hand to minimise corrosion and ensure the product
performs well in harsh environments,” Matt says.

“Professional tradespeople are aware of how screws
perform and the best product for the job. Bremick’s
role is to assist trades to navigate the diverse array
of products available, while also working to develop
products that save time and increases performance in
common or critical applications.

“Fasteners will continue to evolve and be aligned
with new materials and applications designed for the
Australian marketplace. Bremick’s commitment to the
trade ensures that we will continue to drive innovation
as a core value.”
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New

WHAT'S

ALL ABOUT AESTHETICS

RocYork Concealed Hinges provide the ultimate
architectural look, hidden from view to allow for
continuous clean lines around the doorframe.

BIGGER AND BETTER
Proplaster.com.au has re-launched, stocking the largest
range of plastering tools and supplies at wholesale prices.
To celebrate, it is offering a 5 per cent off (use discount code
NEWSITE5%) on any purchases until the end of the year. The
new features include:
Largest range of tools and brands. Columbia Taping Tools,
NorthStar, TapePro, Level5, Mirka and Festool are some of the
brands you will find in the 1K+ product catalogue.
Ask a Pro service. You can talk to, email or live chat with a
Pro, a trade-qualified rep based in sunny Queensland to help
you find the best tool for the job and troubleshoot any issues
with the products or jobs.
Secure checkout and wide variety of payment options
available from AfterPay to Google Pay and anything in
between. You can set up a Secure Pay pin or save your
details for a fast-tracked checkout.
Ships in one day. Proudly Australian owned and operated
with plenty of stock held locally, all orders ship in one day
to anywhere in Australia and NZ, plus enjoy free shipping in
Australia when you spend over $500 (T&Cs apply).
www.proplaster.com.au

Adjustable on three axis using the patented 3D
alignment system, RocYork Concealed Hinges
offer the perfect fit, with the ability for use on
right or left handing doors. The hinges feature
a maintenance-free bearing mechanism and
the absence of visible barrels or pins ensures a
clean look and greater durability. The premium
quality hinge covers also add to the aesthetics
and integrate seamlessly with all facets of the
EzyJamb flush door system.
RocYork Concealed Hinges are designed
and tested to withstand heavy traffic flow
and are available in stainless steel or black to
complement your design story and set your
project apart.
www.ezconcept.com.au

TELESCOPIC PREFAB STUD FRAMING SYSTEM
As leaders in product innovation, Rondo brings you the next generation Rondo SmartWall System. The advanced wall framing system includes Rondo Smart-Stud, which
is a telescopic stud that can move within itself, allowing for easy height adjustment to
accommodate variances in the structure. This removes the need for cutting studs to length
and offers a safer site with less wastage.
To speed up installation and reduce onsite labour costs, Queensland customers can request
Smart-Wall to be pre-fabricated by Rondo and delivered direct to site. Alternatively, it can be
delivered flat packed with all components marked out, offering easier installations and better
quality control.
Rondo Smart-Wall is suitable for internal non-load bearing walls, bulkheads, fire-rated
applications and can be designed for seismic applications.
www.rondo.com.au
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WHAT'S NEW

THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT!
One of 12,779 TBA Firefly Tested and Assessed Systems can be found within the
new TBA Firefly App—Steel Sprinkler Pipe 8mm OD up to 77mm penetrating a
two hour FR Plasterboard Wall System FRL -/120/120.
This App gives you instant access to over 12,000 TBA Firefly Fully Tested and
Assessed NCC Compliant Fire Stopping Systems. It gives Australian industry
professionals a valuable tool to assist with the compliant installation of products,
generate customised passive fire protection registers, flag compliance issues as
well as specify fire stopping and rectification works all in one simple-to-use App.
All 12,000-plus systems within the
App are tested in accordance with
AS1530.4-2014 and assessed in
accordance with AS4072.1-2005. Each
system refers to specific identification
numbers for their specific applications
and FRLs achieved within a report/
reports from a NATA Accredited
Testing Laboratory. These reports
meet Specification A2.3 Section 2 (c)
of NCC2016 Amendment 1 (Including
Prior Versions) and Schedule 5
Section 2 (c) of NCC2019 (Including
Amendment 1) for determination of
an FRL.
www.tbafirefly.com.au

LOW-PROFILE RIGID
CORNER BEAD
Designed with smaller mud leg holes, Trim-Tex Rigid Low
Profile Corner Bead will fasten without any time wasting
staple fails and will require less scraping or filling of pinholes
when installed using a thick first coat. With a crisp, sharp,
low-profile corner design it is installed using less mud, no
board setback and the rigid PVC shape will hold its line. As
with the whole Trim-Tex range these Low Profile Rigid Beads
won't rust and are impact resistant reducing the need for
future call-backs. Now available from your local Wallboard
Tools Distributor.
www.wallboardtools.com.au

INSULATED DRY-LINING PLASTERBOARD
FOR ADHESIVE BONDING
Kingspan Kooltherm K17 Insulated Plasterboard is a super high performance fibrefree rigid thermoset phenolic insulation core, sandwiched between a front facing
of tapered edge gypsum based plasterboard, and a reverse tissue based facing
autohesively bonded to the insulation core.
Kooltherm K17 is manufactured in Australia without the use of CFCs/HCFC, it has
a zero Ozone Depleting Potential (ODP), low Global Warming Potential (GWP) and
is Group 1 NCC fire classification compliant.
K17 is a dry-lining and vapour control, 3-in-1 insulation that is suitable for use in
new construction, modular construction, renovations and refurbishments.
www.kingspaninsulation.com.au/k17

DESIGNED TO IMPRESS
Gyprock Flexible 6.5mm plasterboard enables designers
and installers to easily create curves to add visual interest to
a space. Gyprock Flexible can create convex curves with a
250mm radius and concave curves with a 450mm radius.
It is typically used to create curved feature walls and
elaborate waved ceilings, encasement of columns, and
curved, spiral staircases. This plasterboard is installed in two
layers for increased strength. Gyprock Flexible is available in
1200 and 1350mm widths, and 2400 to 6000mm lengths.
www.csr.com.au
Photo credit: I’m a Gyprocker Victorian State Winner GR & T Plasterers
created this waved ceiling at Yarram District Health Centre
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New South Wales
SHANE CROKER

PRESIDENT, AWCI NEW SOUTH WALES
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WHAT A NIGHT!

In June 2020 the AWCINSW Executive agreed the wall
and ceiling industry in NSW deserved recognition and
celebration, particularly in the COVID-19 environment
that wall and ceiling contractors had to work in. So
with that agreement, the AWCINSW team went about
organising the 2020 Awards of Excellence. I am happy
to report the AWCINSW 2020 Awards of Excellence
received record entries, had phenomenal workmanship
and made the adjudication process extremely arduous
for the NSW judges.
The workmanship that was on display provided a
clear insight into just how dedicated, resilient and
adaptable our NSW wall and ceiling contractors are in
order to work in both a competitive and conditional (i.e.
COVID-19 restrictions) environment.
Anyone who attended the Awards of Excellence
at Taronga Zoo would agree the evening had a
profound sense of industry pride, competence
and professionalism. The event was supported by
contractors and suppliers in NSW and was a sell-out

at the very early stages of ticket release. You can
check out some of the fantastic social photos from the
evening on page 38.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our
entrants for sharing your workmanship, skills and
dedication amongst your industry peers. We hope the
efforts you took to enter your work into the Awards of
Excellence is rewarded—regardless of whether you
won a category or not. I am sure you will agree that
anyone who featured in the Awards of Excellence
finalists book should feel proud of their efforts and
deserve acknowledgment. Congratulations to all our
entrants, finalists and winners.

Readers can view the NSW winners in this edition of
On The Surface (see page 15)—congratulations to you
all. The AWCINSW is extremely proud of your work.
If you want a copy of the AWCINSW Finalists Book,
please contact the AWCINSW Office on 02 9891
6188 or awci_nsw@bigpond.net.au. The book is also
available on the AWCINSW website.
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& BEST WISHES
FOR THE NEW YEAR

CONGRATULATIONS!
Congratulations to the following
qualified tradespeople who have
successfully completed their
Certificate III Wall and Ceiling
Linings apprenticeship through
AWCINSW RTO Apprentice
Training Programme:
• Zain Ailwood
• Sean Treacy
• Lachlan Cochrane.

AWCINSW AND NSW RUGBY LEAGUE LEGENDS
The AWCINSW was fortunate enough to have NRL League Legends Geoff Toovey, Steve Menzies
and Tim Mannah attend our event. Once the formalities of our awards function concluded, the league
legends were led by our celebrity MC Tim Gilbert through an entertaining and comical reminiscence
of past rugby league stories. Tim Gilbert and the League Legends managed to keep the audience
captivated and entertained throughout the event, and it was a great success. Many thanks to the
incredible 2020 Awards of Excellence Sponsors: Direct Plasterboard Outlets (DPO), Rondo, TM Linings,
Faststud, BGC Fibre Cement, Wallboard Tools and AWCINSW.

HAVE YOU LIKED US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA YET?
With the efforts of our Madeleine Gregorio,
AWCINSW have ramped up their
presence on social media—make sure
you are not missing out! Throw us a
'like'! Our Instagram handle is

@awcinsw and Facebook:
AWCI NSW & ACT
36 ON THE Surface

AWCINSW SUPPORTS RUOK
On the evening we were lucky to have a 2020
Parramatta Eels jersey donated by Joe Marrone
from The SponsorshipCo to auction at our event.
The AWCINSW Executive Committee agreed
to donate all the proceeds directly to the RUOK
Foundation. The jersey was sold for $1,600 to
Aaron Franklin (pictured) from Mirage Interiors.
Thanks Aaron!

Congratulations to the following
tradespeople who recently
completed their Certificate III Wall
and Ceiling Linings qualification
with AWCINSW RTO Recognised
Prior Learning programme:
• Leon Egorin.
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ANDREW JONES

ALL PLASTA

THE AWCINSW OFFICE WILL CLOSE ON FRIDAY,
DECEMBER 18, AND RE-OPEN ON MONDAY,
JANUARY 12. DURING THE CHRISTMAS

SHUTDOWN PERIOD, THE AWCINSW OFFICE
WILL MONITOR CALLS AND EMAILS, AND WILL
RESPOND TO URGENT MATTERS AS REQUIRED.

RDO & PUBLIC HOLIDAY CALENDAR
Recent Wage Rates and 2021 Construction Industry RDO and Public Holiday
Calendar now available. These documents are now available to NSW members
in the MEMBERS ONLY tab on the AWCI Website. Or, call the office on
02 9891 6188 for your copy.

AWCINSW TRAINING
AWCINSW OFFERS:
CPC31211 CERTIFICATE III WALL AND CEILING LININGS
Apprenticeship program
CPC31211 SINGLE UNIT COMPETENCIES FROM THE TRAINING PACKAGE

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN IN THE INDUSTRY?

25 years.
WHY DID YOU JOIN AWCI?
I thought it was a good way to network and meet people within the
industry. AWCI is also the best way to keep up to date with the latest
changes and news within the industry. Through AWCINSW, I will always
have the most current information relevant to my industry.
WHAT DO YOU FEEL IS THE MOST CHALLENGING PART OF
THE BUSINESS?
There’s a shortage of people joining the decorative plastering industry. I
am finding it hard to find young people within the industry willing to do
this job.
ALL PLASTA PURCHASED THOMAS DECORATIVE
PLASTERING IN 2019. WHAT DO YOU FEEL ARE THE
ADVANTAGES FROM THIS PURCHASE?
All Plasta purchased Thomas Decorative Plastering (TDP) in 2019.
We worked with Merve (AWCINSW Life Member ) and Betty Thomas
from TDP to ensure we brought along the integrity and brand that was
synonymous with TDP. This has allowed All Plasta to expand its range
and meet the needs of the market as we deliver products Australia-wide.
We were aware that it was important for Merve and Betty Thomas to
ensure their family business went to an organisation that understood
and supported their lifelong plastering business, that was established
in Newcastle in 1984. A key part was to ensure we still serviced the
Newcastle area.
WHAT IS THE LATEST NEWS FOR ALL PLASTA?

ELECTRICAL TEST & TAG –

We are really excited to open our new showroom in West Ryde by the
end of the year, which will allow better accessibility to our customers with
our products available. Keep an eye out on our All Plasta social media for
opening dates.

Save time, money and enable you or your employees to do your own in-house
Electrical Test & Tag.

YOU RECENTLY ATTENDED THE AWCINSW AWARDS OF
EXCELLENCE? HOW DID YOU FIND THIS EXPERIENCE?

STILTS TRAINING –

The AWCINSW Awards of Excellence was terrific. It was a welcome
escape from the realities of COVID-19. One of the most rewarding
experiences was to see our products installed by contractors and our
products being part of the finalists and winning project. The event was
so well organised with a focus on the wall and ceiling industry. It was a
great way to network and elevate our business to our peers. We have
already discussed with AWCINSW about being involved in the Awards of
Excellence in 2021.

RECOGNISED PRIOR LEARNING PROGRAMS –
Got the industry skills and experience but not the qualifications? Call us.

Keep you and your employees safe when they are using stilts and keep your
business safe and compliant with AWCINSW’s stilts training.
INSULATION INSTALLATION TRAINING –
Want the pathway to getting on the Clean Energy Council as an accredited installer
of insulation, contact AWCINSW for training opportunities.
PASSIVE FIRE INSTALLATION TRAINING –
Take the industry accredited training to ensure you are complying with the most
recent requirements for Passive Fire Systems Installations.
Please contact AWCINSW on 02 9891 6188 for the above or any other training
opportunities.
AWCINSW – Your Industry, Your Association, Your Training Provider .

HOW ARE YOU FINDING SOCIAL MEDIA FOR YOUR BUSINESS?
I use a combination of Instagram and Google, as it's a good way to reach
out to our customers and our installers and their businesses. We are able
to highlight what we sell and gain feedback from our customers. Using
Instagram, customers have gotten inspiration for their own projects at
home. You can find us at @allplasta.
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Save the date!
trinity Wharf, tauranga NZ

It’s

time
to

celebrate
the

best work
from our

AWCI NZ
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2021 AWCI New Zealand
National Conference
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2021 Project Awards
of Excellence
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SATURDAY 27th MARCH 2021
GALA DINNER: SAT 27th MAR
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Queensland
PERRY RICHARDSON

PRESIDENT, AWCI QUEENSLAND

The past quarter has been a busy and interesting
one. Firstly, we have a had a change of office staff
with Suzanne moving on and Megan Savas taking
her place. I’d like to thank Suzanne for her time at the
AWCIQLD and wish her all the best for the future.

their contribution and hard work to help us to navigate
our way through the initial COVID-19 period. Ashleigh
and John Kelly were particularly involved in helping
myself during the transition to my fill-in tenure at
president.

Megan has worked for AWCI previously, and left to
start a family, who are now all off to school, and this
has afforded us the opportunity to reconnect. I was
the President when Megan worked for us previously
and had an excellent working relationship with her.
We’re extremely happy and fortunate to have Megan
return as a key part of AWCIQLD. Megan has a strong
connection with our industry—her husband, Matt, is
a plasterer and supervisor for a linings company and
her father-in-law Arthur Savas worked for Boral and
was also heavily involved in the AWCI.

Our goals for this year are to improve the level of
services and communication we offer to our members
and to increase membership through those initiatives.
Megan has recently surveyed some members to
gauge what it is that we need to be doing and what
services we need to improve or initiate. Interestingly,
at least 25 per cent of our current members are
members of either HIA or MBA because they offer
services we don’t.

We have also had our council elections, and it was
extremely refreshing to see more nominations for
positions for both contractor and supplier councillors.
I’d like to thank the outgoing suppliers Michael
Thomas of Knauf and Stuart Boyce from Rondo,
along with Ashleigh Marshall and Clinton Swann for

This, in my opinion is one of the many benefits of
the new national plan that AWCIANZ is advocating.
We need to be able to compete with HIA and MBA.
To do that, we need to work together not one out as
we currently do. Each state's council are trying to
provide, to a large degree, the same service—but
independently. We need one central command
providing all the key resources for all states and
reduce or eliminate the duplication.
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Queensland has certainly
benefited from the
government stimulus
package, albeit manly in
the residential markets.
With major home builders
recording record sales that
should see a steady flow
of work through to the
end of 2021. Commercial
has been soft, but major
projects like the Cross
Megan Savas
River Rail and the Queens
Wharf projects are just starting to kick off for our
trades, and should provide a good boost.
Finally, we had our state elections with the incumbent
Labor party winning with a clear majority. Regardless
of your political persuasion, I think it is best that the
government is unhindered by the horse trading that is
required when in a minority situation.
Last of all, let us all hope that common sense prevails
and that the states and Commonwealth can agree on
a common border policy that is fair to all Australians.

GOLF DAY 2020

The winning team from Temple Constructions: John
Alexander, Boyd Wheatley, Grant Olliver, Todd Fuller

USG Boral: Wayne Kennedy, Grant Martin, Matthew
Draper, Daniel Crompton

OUR SPONSORS:
We extend our thanks to our sponsors
Rondo
James Hardie
Emrock
Pro Plaster
Plus Passive Fire
Plastamasta Southside
Fast Tracked: Jonathan Agostinelli, Andreas Koepke, Brice
Gifkins, Josh Hanaway
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Emrock: Damien Garton, Daryl Jennens, Taylar Gainer,
Luke Hickman

Betaboard
Armstrong
USG Boral
CSR
Future Interior Linings

Note: Names in captions are not in order of appearance
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AWCI QLD welcomes
new member Regset
Australia Pty Ltd

KEITH RIELLY

REGSET AUSTRAIA PTY LTD

WHEN AND WHY DID YOU JOIN
AWCI QLD:
I recently joined again but am a past
member ,so I’m familiar with the benefits
that AWCI has to offer and like to keep up
to date with new industry developments.
TELL US A BIT ABOUT YOURSELF
AND YOUR BUSINESS:
I have been a plasterer for more than 25
years now and have a small family-run
business specialising in commercial
and architectural interior linings
installations. I have worked in and
around Queensland and even did a stint
in Sydney in preparation for the Sydney
2000 Olympic Games... but there’s no

place like Queensland.

switch off and spend time together as a

MOST IMPORTANT THING YOU’VE
LEARNED ON THE JOB TO DATE?
I think the most important thing I’ve
learned so far is to take pride in my work
and pay attention to detail. It makes you
a good tradesman and it makes it all
worthwhile when you are looking at the
finished product.
WHAT ARE SOME OF THE BIGGEST
CHALLENGES FOR YOU AS A
TRADESPERSON AND BUSINESS
OWNER?
I think being a family-run business
the hardest thing is knowing when to

family unit.
FAVOURITE PART OF THE JOB?
My favourite part of the job is seeing
the end product. Its great to see it all
completed and to be proud of what you
have achieved.
WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN YOU’RE
NOT WORKING?
When I’m not working, I like to go up to
Agnes Water for some fishing, relaxation
and quality time with my family.
I also like to go to the shooting range with
my son.

Offer your customers a complete

Walls, ceilings & Doors Package!
PresseD Metal Door fraMes
fire rateD Doors
non-rateD Doors
acoustic & Ballistic Doors
fire rateD WinDoWs & glazeD Doors
Manufactured in Queensland,
Installed anywhere in Australia
AS1905-2015 Compliant!

>Design >Manufacture >Paint >Deliver >install >certify

rm01077ae

d

NEW

PH: 07 3277 3200
estimating@firemex.com.au
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Western Australia
RACHEL MCMAHON
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STATE OF THE INDUSTRY

The building industry in Western Australia is going
reasonably well. Both the residential and commercial
section seems to be on the up.

It was great news for WA after the Federal Budget and
the WA State Budget followed suit backing the $24
billion WA building and construction sector by investing
heavily in the construction of transport infrastructure,
healthcare, education, housing, social housing, community
facilities and maintenance work, which will create jobs
and economic activity. The massive $27.1 billion Asset
Investment Program, which includes $7.5b for Regional WA
over the next four years, comprises of hundreds of projects
across the state and will generate economic activity and
create jobs across many areas of the construction sector.
Good news for consumers and the building industry with
the extension of the highly successful building bonus
program by giving homebuilders more time to commence
site works to qualify for the $20,000 grant.

The extension of the construction period will ensure the
pipeline of construction work generated as a result of the
program will continue through to 2022, creating hundreds
of additional jobs.
Government also announced Brookfield Properties has
been granted development approval for the construction
of two new towers at Elizabeth Quay, one of 58 storeys,
the other 21 storeys. The $367 million development is
expected to create 2500 construction jobs to build about
52,000sqm in office space, 1800sqm of commercial
space, 237 apartments and 84 hotel rooms.

The WA Government has bought 32 off-the-plan
apartments as part of the $319 million Social Housing
Economic Recovery Package. The purchase, valued at
$13.8 million, will bring forward construction of four medium
and high-density Perth developments. An estimated 500
jobs will be created in the delivery of 231 apartments,
generating $94 million in construction activity.
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AWCIWA welcomes its new
members:
• ACR Ceilings WA
• D&D Building Services

APPRENTICES IN THE WEST
After the government incentives and subsidies for
employers was announced, we have been receiving
many enquiries for new apprentices and sign ups,
looking like good growth in numbers for 2021.
We are waiting on the new qualification to come through
for the wall and ceiling training package which should be
released by end of the year.
In April 2020 WorldSkills Australia announced the

postponement of the National Championships until early
2021. After careful consideration and in collaboration
with WorldSkills event partners, the Western Australian
Government as well as major event stakeholders,
WorldSkills Australia has made the decision to move the
WorldSkills Australia National Championships & Skills
Show to August 26-28, 2021, and it will be held at the
Perth Conventional and Exhibition Centre.

AWCI WA
APPRENTICE OF
THE YEAR 2020
WA Apprentice of the Year was
announced at our Awards of
Excellence, and it was pleasing
to see all apprentices who had
participated in the challenge attend
the awards night.
Special thanks to Construction
Training Fund for helping with
a grant to allow us to give each
participant a Makita Radio, the lads
were rapt with their prizes. The
winners of the AWCI WA Apprentice
of the Year 2020 are:
Joint Winners:
Apprentice of the Year – Ben Taylor
from Ceilings Solutions and Jake
Gunson from SP Ceilings
Runner up: Connor Hingston from
ACR Ceilings
Third Place: Joel Driscoll from
Hybrid Linings.
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On Friday, November 13, 2020, AWCI WA had
their Awards of Excellence and Apprentice of
the Year Sundowner at the Aviary. We had a full
house, an extremely pleasing turnout and there
was a great energy in the room right from the
start of the evening.

Surprisingly, given the year we had, many stand
out jobs entered into the categories and this year
we saw a lot of Commercial work compared to
Residential work. We are hopeful that next year
with work picking up in Residential sector we will
see more residential entries once again.
Special thanks to our sponsors Rondo Building
Services, S P Ceilings and Construction Training
Fund, we are very grateful for their assistance.
Category Winners were:
Residential up to $30K – Hutchy Ceilings for
Private Residence in South Perth
Residential $30K to $100K – C K Ceilings
WA, Builder Weststyle Builders, Branksome
Gardens, City Beach
Commercial up to $500K – Bridie Industries,
Builder BADGE, Project Thornlie Square
Shopping Centre
Commercial over $500K – Topend Ceilings,
Builder EMCO, Project: Yanchep Secondary

College, Performing Arts Building

Commercial Regional – Northline Wall &
Ceiling Contractors Pty Ltd, Client: H&M Tracey
Construction, Project: University of Notre Dame
Simulation Lab & Offices Upgrade
Specialist Linings – Topend Ceilings, Builder:
ADCO Builders, Project: Swan Care Leisure
Precinct
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CLINTON KIMES

CK CEILINGS WA

Decorative – Perth Plaster Mouldings, Builder:
National Estate Builders, Project: Storthes
Street, Mount Lawley
Façade – Hybrid Linings Pty Ltd, Clients:
Ferguson Architects, Project: UWA Business
School.
Congratulations to all our State Awards of
Excellence winners. See page 12 for a full
rundown on the winning projects.

WHEN DID YOU JOIN AWCI AND WHY?
I joined AWCI a few years ago as our company began to
grow. The benefits of being a member go along when it
comes to running a business
TELL US A BIT ABOUT YOURSELF.
I’m 37 years old and have been in the industry since I was
15, when I started my apprenticeship with my father. In
my mid-20s I decided to go out on my own and now do
work for some impressive building companies. I grew up
in the Swan Valley where I spent a lot of time working with
horses. My father and I trained trotters as a hobby and it’s
where I met my now wife. We both share a passion and
love for horses and dogs. In our spare time we love taking
our French Bulldog down to the beach
FUNNIEST MOMENTS ON THE JOB.
I can’t pinpoint a ‘funniest’ moment but working with
the bunch of guys who have a great sense of humour is
always a laugh.
BIGGEST CHALLENGE IN YOUR BUSINESS
When a builder/architect come up with an idea that is
something that we haven’t done before it can be a bit
daunting. However, my team and I strive ourselves with
these challenges.
FAVOURITE PART OF THE JOB
Having the opportunity to work on architecturally
designed houses that challenge us and lets us showcase
our skills in each home we complete.
WHAT DO YOU DO FOR FUN?
I enjoy watching and playing basketball, harness racing
and fishing.
FAVOURITE HOLIDAY SPOT
Exmouth and Albany. I would love to one day get to the
states to watch the NBA.

E-NEWSLETTERS
Members are continuing to receive industry news on a
weekly basis, we bring you current information as we
receive it. If any members wish to include more staff
members on the mailing list please contact our office.
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South Australia
STEPHEN LANGRIDGE

PRESIDENT, AWCI SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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ECONOMICALLY SPEAKING

South Australia, like the rest of the world, suffered
economically at the hands of the COVID-19 global
pandemic, however, with both federal and state
government funding, contractors in SA have managed
to weather the storm.
We are now seeing a huge increase in demand
on the construction sectors both in residential and

AWCISA AWARDS
Due to COVID-19 we did not have an awards night
this year, however we did ask our members to enter
projects for awards, which they did and despite the
circumstances we had a lot of high quality entries, as
evidenced by the winners (see page 17).
One of the impressive winning projects was Her
Majesty’s Theatre Redevelopment (pictured)
by Laser Linings. This was a complete and
comprehensive rebuild of Her Majesty's Theatre,
keeping the Heritage façade intact.
Congratulations to all our state winners on their
incredible projects this year.
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commercial. Some residential builders have even
closed their books and are not taking on any more
projects.

This is going to lead to skills shortages in the near
future, so I again urge everyone to take on apprentices
and train the next generation of tradespeople required
to keep our industry going.

STEPPING DOWN
By the time you read this I will no longer be
State President, I have held this role since
2012, with only two years off, when I was
National President. It has been an extremely
rewarding eight years, but also a very taxing
eight years. It is now time for someone else to
take over. I would like to take this opportunity
to thank all the State and National Executive
members for their support and friendship over
the years.
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& BEST WISHES
FOR THE NEW YEAR
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Tasmania
CLINTON STEELE

PRESIDENT, AWCI TASMANIA

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY IN TASMANIA

Recent economic data released by the Commonwealth Bank indicate
Tasmania is leading the nation in many areas of economic importance.
We have certainly been kept busy as an industry and cannot say we
have heard any of our trade complaining about a lack of work.

Travelling the state shows construction is occurring across most of the
regions, with many smaller ‘shovel ready’ projects having been released
to assist keep the construction industry going.
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Stanley
ADVENTURES

Left: Stanley and his twin brother Ben
Below: Stanley does quality check

There seem to be a significant number of small to medium-sized projects
coming out for tender to commence in 2021, without any particular
‘standout’ projects of size or note as yet.
Domestically, we are hearing there has been a slight slow-down over the
past couple of months, that seems to be related to a lag in the approval
process from March to May, and we expect this to correct into early 2021,
with reports of some plastering companies effectively booked up for most
of next year already in that sector.
The government stimulus around first home buyers/builders and
approved renovations seems to have had the desired effect, along with
historic low interest rates.

TRAINING, PROMOTION OF TRADE AND
ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES

We have continued to email out relevant information on a weekly
basis to all members and taken queries and enquiries throughout the
preceding quarter.
With borders opening up, we sincerely hope that we can all return to
a relative normality and catch up with family, old friends, colleagues,
customers and suppliers again, face to face, and share some quality
time with people we have missed.

RM00786AD

As per the past nine months we have been pretty lowkey but will be
holding a function for all members into Christmas and doing our best
to get everyone together face-to-face, rather than by email and the
dreaded Zoom or equivalent.

Tasmania passes on our thanks to the National committee and in
particular our immediate past President, Tony Roberts, who has
worked long hours and done the hard yards of having to steer the
ship through COVID-19, along with Kim Prout from WA who has also
done a great job.
Congratulations to the incoming National President Perry Richardson
from Queensland, and we look forward to his enthusiasm, experience
and energies being applied to take the Association forward into 2021.
Best wishes to you and yours.
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JOHN LAWRENCE

PRESIDENT, AWCI VICTORIA

PRESIDENT'S
REPORT

We have also developed a few key networking
opportunities which will be expanded on as part of
our growth in the coming year.

To say this year was a difficult year would be an
understatement. AWCI Victoria moved swiftly to
implement strategies to deal with the affected
performance that COVID-19 caused.

The agenda we set out to achieve, specifically focused
on membership, was heavily impacted and had to be
postponed.
COVID-19 set us back but also gave us an opportunity
to look at specific areas in the Association more closely
and with more detail to get us back on track.
Moving forward, issues we are planning to have a specific
strong focus on is membership. In addition, we are looking
at opportunities to broaden our training opportunities in
short courses and different training skillsets.

While it has been a tough year for all it's not all
doom and gloom and we look forward to putting
our succession plan in place to ensure we have a
stronger Association in the future.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank The
AWCI Vic team and the Executive Committee for
all their hard work and commitment during very
uncertain times.
As we wind up the year, I wish you all a safe and
happy season and look forward to the New Year
ahead.

THE PLASTERING
INDUSTRY IN VICTORIA
IS LOOKING BRIGHT
AWCI ANZ RTO 2020
Fully accredited Tradies:
The AWCI Members, Staff, Executive and
Trainers wish this great group of blokes who
are now fully qualified tradies the best of
luck and there is no doubt great careers lie
ahead for them all.
After a four-year apprenticeship completed,
with great training from the employers and
the AWCI RTO trainers, these gentlemen
are ready for any problems that will arise in
the future.
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Members continue to
receive industry news on
a weekly basis, we bring
you current information
as we receive, and we are
hoping this is helping. If any
members wish to include
more staff members on the
mailing list, please contact
our office.

Matthew Coppen,
Employed by Jewellco Pty/Ltd (Tony Jewell)
Peninsula area.
Matthew is a very reliable worker and will be
an asset to our industry. He gives his best to
everything he does.
Richard Fidge,
Employed by Hovendens Plaster Works,
Swan Hill.
When Richard sets his mind to the task
he completes it 100 per cent, he is a great
plasterer who will be a fantastic asset to the
wall and ceiling industry.

Bailey Page,
Employed by Midway Plaster Pty Ltd
Carrum Downs.
Bailey is a great asset to the industry and not afraid
of a challenge, being a competitor in three AWCIV
apprentice challenges and a national competitor in
2019 representing Victoria..
Nick Flaccavento,
Employed by Axon Plastering
Geelong area.
Nick will make a great leader in our industry,
and puts 100 per cent in at all times.

We hope you continue your AWCI
memberships as the whole team are here
to help you
Sam Mongta,
Employed by Total
Plaster Supplies
(Echuca).
Sam is the person you
see on every job that
if there is a job to do,
he is putting in 100 per
cent. Great worker and
a good bloke.

E-NEWSLETTERS

Joshua Hovenden,
Employed by Hovendens Plaster Works
Swan Hill area.
Pictured here with Brian and Charlie
Hovenden, proud mum and dad.
Josh is a third-generation Hovenden to work
at Hovendens Plaster Works.
The family business is in safe hands with this
great young man.

Jack Rowlands,
Employed by Total Plaster Supplies, Echuca.
Jack is already a team leader who is keen and
conscientious. He loves the challenge and is
a great bloke.
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ADAM SUTHERLAND

ALL MELBOURNE CONSTRUCTIONS

AGM
The AGM for AWCI Victoria took place on Wednesday, November 18, 2020.
We would like to welcome Jason Markovski from Plaster Wholesalers to the
Executive Committee.
The AWCI VIC Executive Committee for 2021
President

John Lawrence

Plaster Plus

Vice President

Bojan Kilibarda

IA Boarding

Treasurer

Harry Chudasko

Chad Group

Executive

David Rodek

BGC

Executive

Rob Bennett

Rondo Building Services

Executive

Blake Cameron

CSR

Executive

Charles Barakat

Knauf

Executive

Gerard Moran

USG Boral

Executive

Jason Markovski

Plaster Wholesalers.

Zac Broadway,
Employer Jason Brown (Midwest Plastering).
Zac was a curious learner and wanted to
better himself at all times, Keep expanding
that knowledge Zac, you will be a great tradie
in our industry.
AWCIV apprentice challenges and a national
competitor in 2019 representing Victoria.

Brett Pyle,
Employer Males Plastering Pty Ltd
Drouin.
Brett has a fantastic work ethic being
dedicated in producing standards of work.

Hunter Knowles,
Employed by Tony Pupillo Plastering
Swan Hill area.
Hunter is a great bloke and a damn good
tradesman. Loves to learn anything new.

Providence Delfina,
Employed by Total Plaster Supplies (Shepparton)
Providence is pictured here with his team leader
Chilli (Callan). Providence is one guy who has
been a pleasure to train, he is a great worker who
has met every challenge/task set.

WHEN DID YOU JOIN AWCI AND WHY?
All Melbourne Constructions joined the AWCI on September 1, 2020.
We have always wanted to join the AWCI and have only recently had the time
to go through the process now.
We joined because we wanted to meet like-minded people from our industry
who are passionate and driven to keep this industry afloat; I feel over the last
10 years the industry has changed a lot and not always for the better. We
hope to gain knowledge and further industry experience from other members.
We would also like to work closely with the organisation to employ young
apprentices as I feel the industry is lacking in youth coming through
TELL US A BIT ABOUT YOURSELF:
I have been in the industry since I was 16 years old.
My early days were spent on commercial sites in and around Melbourne, but I
soon moved out to the domestic world to further my skills in the trade.
At 21 I had the opportunity to start my own business and I jumped straight into
it. My first go at running a business was not as successful as I had hoped; I
ended up back with a commercial company helping manage sites.
After an overseas trip to Europe I came back with a new outlook on life and
decided to try and build my business again. Currently I am a joint director of
All Melbourne Constructions and we are striving to be an industry leader in
the plastering trade.
FUNNIEST MOMENT ON THE JOB?
This is a hard one to answer, there have been plenty of funny moments on the
job. I think witnessing a Spider-Man-like attack from a spray glue can facing
the wrong way would have to be up there.
BIGGEST CHALLENGE IN YOUR BUSINESS?
My biggest challenge in business so far would have to be building a crew of
quality and reliable tradesmen that share the same vision as us on what we
want to produce onsite.
FAVOURITE PART OF THE JOB?
My favourite part of the job would be the regular feedback we get from clients
on our quality. It is good to know we are moving in the right direction.
WHAT DO YOU DO FOR FUN?
I love watching sports, fishing, and spending time with mates. As Dan
Andrews has said numerous times recently, I also love to "get on the beers".
FAVOURITE HOLIDAY SPOT?
I love a mid-year trip to Bali, love the people and the atmosphere over there.
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Sudoku

ACROSS
1. Unpredictable

9. Mouthful of abuse

18. Superhero magazine

4. Alaskan river

12. Lack of generosity

21. Abhorred

7. Unsociably

15. Mexican resort city

22. Now

8. Egg-like shapes

17. Filleting

23. Wearing down

6.
10.
11.
13.
14.

16.
18.
19.
20.

DOWN
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

And so on (2,6)
Not sinking
Coffee shop
Child's toy (2-2)
Massaged

SOLUTIONS
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Henpecks
Actress, ... Blunt
Chocolate substitute
Toiling
Drinks server

Propose
Chinwag
Potter's medium
Naked
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THE INTERVIEW
Reaching the end of a job interview, the human resources
officer asks a young candidate fresh out of college, "And
what starting salary are you looking for?" The candidate
replies, "In the region of $125,000 a year, depending on
the benefits package." The interviewer inquires, "Well, what
would you say to a package of five weeks’ vacation, 14
paid holidays, full medical and dental, company matching
retirement fund to 50% of salary, and a company car leased
every two years, say, a red Corvette?" The engineer sits up
straight and says, "Wow! Are you kidding?" The interviewer
replies, "Yeah, but you started it."

who

WHO'S

A

AWCI ANZ Contacts

Head Office: PO Box 23 Cleveland QLD 4163

Ph: 0407 988 465 E: info@awci.org.au W: www.awci.org.au

INDUSTRIES

Australia & New Zealand

@awcianz
www.facebook.com/awciforum

AWCI ANZ Executive Committee
PRESIDENT

SA STATE AFFILIATE

NZ REPRESENTATIVE

RONDO BUILDING SERVICES

Perry Richardson
Pro Plaster Products
PO Box 23 Cleveland QLD 4163
P: 0407 988 465

Phil Cooymans
Australian Pressed Metal
Ph: 0417 824 511

Stuart Phelps

Dominic Gillespie
57-87 Lockwood Rd

TAS STATE AFFILIATE
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Tony Roberts
VICE PRESIDENT
Stuart Phelps
Tauranga Plasterers
PO Box 9097, Greerton 3141 NZ
Ph: +64 2 171 6310
NSW STATE AFFILIATE
Shane Croker
Riverina Plaster Works
P: 0412 694 582
QLD STATE AFFILIATE
Perry Richardson
Pro Plaster
c/o AWCI QLD
Ph: (07) 3846 5688

Clinton Steele
Brock Plaster
19 Mornington Rd
Mornington Tas 7018
Ph: (03) 6228 1411
VIC STATE AFFILIATE
John Lawrence
Plaster Plus
c/o AWCI VIC
Ph: 0421 773 617
WA STATE AFFILIATE
Rachel McMahon
WA Direct Plasterboard
Ph: 0413 158 205

Tauranga Plasterers
PO Box 9097
Greerton 3141 New Zealand
Ph: +64 2 171 6310
E: admin@awcinz.org.au
BCG PLASTERBOARD
Dave Rodek
200 Maidstone St
Altona North VIC 3018
Ph: (03) 9392 9444
CSR GYPROCK
Richard Halbert		
19 Sheffield Rd

Erskine Park NSW 2759
Ph: (02) 9912 7379
USG BORAL
Darren Sandercock
39 Burleigh Ave
Woodville North SA 5012
Ph: (03) 9214 2126
WINSTONE WALLBOARDS
Peter Collins
PO Box 12256
Penrose Auckland 1642
Ph: +64 2 74 445 770

Welshpool WA 6106
Ph: 1300 724 505
KNAUF PLASTERBOARD
Peter Rodgers
26 Circuit Dr, Hendon SA 5014
Ph: 1300 724 505

State Membership, Administration and General Assistance Enquiries
AWCI NEW SOUTH WALES
Jane Barnes
PO Box 450, Parramatta NSW 2150
Ph: (02) 9891 6188
E: awci_nsw@bigpond.net.au
AWCI QUEENSLAND
Perry Richardson
12/16 Crockford St
Northgate Qld 4013
Ph: (07) 3846 5688
E: awciqld@awci.org.au

AWCI VICTORIA

AWCI TASMANIA

AWCI NEW ZEALAND

Tersia Bruiners

Richard Arkinstall

AWCI SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Clinton Steele
19 Mornington Rd
Mornington Tas 7018
Ph: (03) 6228 1411
E: clinton@brockplaster.com

Louise Langridge

AWCI WESTERN AUSTRALIA

E: admin@awcinz.org.nz

P: 0455 417 630
E: membersvic@awci.org.au

PO Box 73,
Collinswood SA 5081
Ph: 1800 313 110
E: adminsa@awci.org.au

Belinda Goddard
PO Box 1819, Malaga WA 6090
Ph: 0433 586 119
E: adminwa@awci.org.au

PO Box 45098
Waterloo Lower Hutt 5042
New Zealand
Ph: +64 27 288 3770

INTERIM TECHNICAL MANAGER
Kim Prout
E: kim.prout@bigpond.com
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The Original Flush Finish Door Jamb System
EzyJamb is the world-renowned flush steel door jamb system that delivers architrave-free finishes. EzyJamb
Single Rebate - SRC provides a premium flush finish from one side of the door, with a single rebate on the
other side, for minimalistic sophistication in apartments, homes and commercial buildings.

RM00849AC

Manufactured in Australia by Studco Building Systems, EzyJamb SRC wraps the plasterboard to blend
seamlessly with the wall and provide a flush finish around the door, eliminating the need for architraves.

Our range is expanding. To view more
products from the EZ Concept range, visit
the EZ Concept website

EzyJamb SRC

1300 399 526

|

sales@ezconcept.com.au

|

www.ezconcept.com.au

